
 

 

  

 

 
 

Government of the District of Columbia 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B  
 

[DRAFT] RESOLUTION #4B-22-1012 
Recommending Improvements to the District’s Kids Ride Free Program 

Adopted October 24, 2022 

 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B (Commission) takes note of the 
following: 

  

● Kids Ride Free is a program by which students in the District of 
Columbia between the ages of 5 and 21 who are enrolled in private, 
parochial, charter or public schools may receive free transportation on 
Metrobus, Metrorail and the DC Circulator. See DC Code § 35–243. The 
program is administered by the District Department of Transportation 
and requires the use of a specially-branded “SmarTrip” card for 
participation. 

 

● Approximately 92,000 DC public school and public charter school 
students are eligible for these cards. However, the District government 
has consistently failed to distribute cards to the eligible population. For 
the 21-22 school year, only 29,541 cards were distributed. This is well 
below the peak distribution of the Kids Ride Free program (50,012 cards 
distributed in school year 2019-2020) or the predecessor DC One Card 
program (49,240 students using the transit program in school year 2018-
2020). See FY21 Performance Oversight Responses, Deputy Mayor of 
Education (Feb. 18, 2022); FY20 Performance Oversight Responses, 
Deputy Mayor of Education (Mar. 11, 2021). 
 

● Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B believes that “District residents 
deserve safe, accessible, and affordable transportation. In particular, 
thousands of residents within Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B 
depend on Metrorail and Metrobus to get to … school.” Letter re: 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B Fiscal Year 2023 Budget 
Priorities (Apr. 25, 2022); Letter re: Supplemental Letter re Advisory 
Neighborhood Commission 4B Fiscal Year 2022 Budget Priorities (June 
28, 2021). 
 

● District of Columbia public school and public charter school students 
travel long distances to get to schools. The average DC public and public 
charter school student in Early Childhood through 12th grade has a 

https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/35-243
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/a9c91dqy6nmas9t/AACc7AON49kGNuXARfKWZ_y7a/.2022%20Past%20Hearings/3.3.22%20Performance%20(Education%20Government)/DME?dl=0&preview=FY+2021+DME+Performance+Oversight+Questions+and+Responses.pdf&subfolder_nav_tracking=1
https://dccouncil.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/DME_FY20-Performance-Oversight-Responses_FINAL.pdf
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“walk distance” to school of 2.3 miles. Except for students with 
disabilities, District of Columbia public and public charter schools do not 
provide dedicated school buses for students.   

 

● Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B has repeatedly called on the 
Mayor and the Council of the District of Columbia to “substantially 
expand funding for and reduce barriers to the District Department of 
Transportation’s Kids Ride Free Program by automatically opting-in all 
public school students and mailing SmarTrip cards to their homes.” 
Letter re: Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B Fiscal Year 2023 
Budget Priorities (Apr. 25, 2022); Letter re: Supplemental Letter re 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B Fiscal Year 2022 Budget 
Priorities (June 28, 2021). 
 

● Commissioners on Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B have 
previously worked to expand distribution of Kids Ride Free cards, 
describing the proper distribution as “critical to removing barriers to 
attendance at our schools,” but suffering from “well-publicized 
problems.” Commissioners Yeats, Palmer, T. Johnson, Letter re: Request 
for Kids Ride Free SmarTrip Cards Distribution in Wards 1 & 4 (July 12, 
2019). 
 

● Parents and school communities have continued to express concerns 
over the inability to easily obtain Kids Ride Free cards during the 2022-
2023 school year, and the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit 
Authority has previously described “card distribution and activation” as 
“obstacles to the program truly being successful.” 
 

● Card distribution and activation is an additional burden on the limited 
resources of overburdened school administrative staff. By removing the 
initial activation and distribution responsibilities from school staff, it is 
possible to reduce the administrative burden on schools and benefit from 
economies and efficiencies of scale.  

 

● A renewed focus on fare evasion has already resulted in some District of 
Columbia students being unable to travel home after school due to lost 
or missing Kids Ride Free cards. The burden of additional negative 
interactions with police will fall predominantly on youth of color and can 
have significant negative consequences.  
 

RESOLVED: 
 

● Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B reiterates its recommendation to 
the Mayor and the Council of the District of Columbia to reduce barriers 
to the District Department of Transportation’s Kids Ride Free Program by 
automatically opting-in all public and public charter school students and 
mailing SmarTrip cards to their homes. For students without mailing 
addresses, the District should continue to have cards available at school 
and partner with human services providers to distribute cards prior at 

https://edscape.dc.gov/page/enrollment-patterns-trends-distance-school-grade-band
https://osse.dc.gov/service/parents-transportation-students-disabilities
https://osse.dc.gov/service/parents-transportation-students-disabilities
https://resolutions.anc.dc.gov/ViewResolution.aspx?Id=UtD1rOuoP22Whc1vQSDb5A==
https://resolutions.anc.dc.gov/ViewResolution.aspx?Id=m7M4++5LdNVhcuErcP1GWQ==
https://resolutions.anc.dc.gov/AttachmentsFiles/19/Kids%20Ride%20Free%20Distribution%20Letter_TM_20190718114812AM.pdf
https://www.wmata.com/about/board/meetings/board-pdfs/upload/3B-Kids-Ride-Free-Update.pdf
https://www.wmata.com/about/news/Fare-evasion-campaign.cfm
https://twitter.com/RJWarriorDad/status/1582095788565729280
https://twitter.com/RJWarriorDad/status/1582095788565729280
https://twitter.com/komurphy/status/1582098919844036609
https://www.childtrends.org/publications/reducing-adverse-police-contact-would-heal-wounds-for-children-and-their-communities
https://www.childtrends.org/publications/reducing-adverse-police-contact-would-heal-wounds-for-children-and-their-communities
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0003122419826020
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the start of the school year using venues like Summer Meals Program 
sites. 
 

● Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B recommends that the 
Washington Metropolitan Transportation Authority instruct station 
managers and bus drivers to not deny transportation to any minor who 
states they have lost or misplaced their Kids Ride Free card to ensure 
they are able to travel to home or school safely. 

 

FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 
That the Commission designates Commissioner Evan Yeats, ANC 4B01; 
Commissioner Erin Palmer, ANC 4B02; and Commissioner Alison Brooks, ANC 
4B08, to represent the Commission in all matters relating to this Resolution. 
 

FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 
That, in the event the designated representative Commissioners cannot carry 
out their representative duties for any reason, the Commission authorizes the 
Chair to designate another Commissioner to represent the Commission in all 
matter relating to this Resolution. 
 

FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 
That, consistent with DC Code § 1-309, only actions of the full Commission 
voting in a properly noticed public meeting have standing and carry great 
weight. The actions, positions, and opinions of individual commissioners, 
insofar as they may be contradictory to or otherwise inconsistent with the 
expressed position of the full Commission in a properly adopted resolution or 
letter, have no standing and cannot be considered as in any way associated 
with the Commission. 
 
ADOPTED by voice vote at a regular public meeting (notice of which was 
properly given, and at which a quorum of X members was present) on October 
24, 2022, by a vote of X yes, X no, X abstentions. 
 


