
 

 
 

Government of the District of Columbia 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B  
 

RESOLUTION #4B-22-0501 
Noting Lengthy History of Requests &  

Calling for Four-Way Stop Signs at 6th and Butternut Streets, NW 
Adopted May 23, 2022 

 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B (Commission) takes note of the 

following: 
 

• The Commission and community members have repeatedly requested 
traffic calming and installation of four-way stop signs at the intersection 
of 6th Street and Butternut Streets, NW, over the last three years, 
including (but not limited to) the following: 

 
- A resident submitted a Traffic Safety Assessment questionnaire to the 

District Department of Transportation for Butternut Street, NW, 
between Blair Road, NW, and Piney Branch Road, NW, on January 3, 
2020. Commissioner Erin Palmer, ANC 4B02, submitted a letter in 
support, noting the affected area is residential with significant 
pedestrian and bicycle traffic, including children and seniors, who are 
more vulnerable to traffic injuries and fatalities. The Department 
acknowledged the questionnaire on January 21st, 2020, and assigned 
the request Service Request Number 20-00029144.  
 

- In response to this Traffic Safety Assessment request, the District 
Department of Transportation installed pedestrian pylons and 
pedestrian warning signs at the intersection of 6th Street, NW, and 
Butternut Street, NW. The pedestrian pylons have since been hit by 
drivers, knocked down, and removed (but not replaced). 
Commissioner Palmer submitted a new Traffic Safety Investigation 
request on January 5, 2022, to replace this traffic safety 
infrastructure and calling for additional traffic calming (Service 
Request Number 22-00007783). The request was closed the next day 
with no changes. 

 
- Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B unanimously approved a 

letter to the District Department of Transportation requesting 
additional traffic safety improvements on Butternut Street, NW, on 
October 26, 2020. The letter noted: “four-way stop signs [at the 
intersection of 6th Street, NW, and Butternut Street, NW] would be an 
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important traffic calming and safety measure and would slow cars 
that speed through that stretch of Butternut Street, NW.” The District 
Department of Transportation did not respond to this letter. 

 
- Two residents submitted a Traffic Safety Assessment questionnaire to 

the District Department of Transportation for the 6900 block of 6th 
Street, NW (between Butternut Street, NW, and Cedar Street, NW), on 
June 16, 2021. Commissioner Erin Palmer, ANC 4B02, and 
Commissioner Evan Yeats, ANC 4B01, submitted a letter in support, 
noting past resident and Commission requests for traffic calming at 
the intersection of at 6th Street, NW, and Butternut Street, NW. The 
Department assigned the request Service Request Number 21-
00226612. DC’s 311 website shows the request was closed November 
1, 2021, but as far as the Commission can tell, there were no changes 
and the Department did not provide the Commission any updates or 
underlying information (despite consistent requests for this 
information). 

 
- Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B unanimously approved 

Resolution 4B-21-0501, Calling for All-Way Stop Signs within 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B, on May 24, 2021. The 
Resolution called for the District Department of Transportation to 
consider and provide underlying data and its rationale for failing to 
install four-way stop signs at various locations, including the 
intersection of 6th Street, NW, and Butternut Street, NW. The 
Resolution included a resident petition signed by 34 neighbors in the 
immediate area calling for four-way stop signs at the intersection of 
6th Street, NW, and Butternut Street, NW.  

 
- The District Department of Transportation responded to this 

Resolution on January 4, 2022. The Department did not include the 
intersection of 6th Street, NW, and Butternut Street, NW, as a 
location with any service request numbers (despite all of the 
aforementioned requests). Commissioner Palmer submitted a Traffic 
Safety Investigation request on January 5, 2022, calling for four-way 
stop signs and other traffic calming (Service Request Number 22-
00007783). The request was closed the next day with no changes. 

 
- Traffic crashes continue to occur at the intersection of 6th Street, NW, 

and Butternut Street, NW, with neighbors most recently reporting a 
serious crash on March 31, 2022. 

 

• In sum, the Commission has requested traffic calming, including four-
way stop signs, at the intersection of 6th Street, NW, and Butternut 
Street, NW, via 311 requests, Traffic Safety Assessments, Traffic Safety 
Investigations, Letters, Resolutions, and community petitions. The 
Commission has never received a direct response regarding requests for 
all-way stop signs at the intersection of 6th Street, NW, and Butternut 
Street, NW. 
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• Part of the Commission’s frustration is the inconsistent application of 
traffic calming infrastructure and that implementation of this 
infrastructure seems to depend on political pressure and inside 
connections rather than systematized procedures for improving traffic 
safety across DC. This includes installation of four-way stop signs. 
 

• The challenges faced by Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B persist 
and in some ways have worsened given the District Department of 
Transportation’s transition from the Traffic Safety Assessment process to 
the Traffic Safety Investigation process. The Department does not seem 
to meaningfully consider traffic calming infrastructure beyond 
(occasionally) additional signage and paint. And the Department lacks 
transparency and fails to communicate data and findings with the 
Commission.  

 

• The Commission is tired of making the same requests for meaningful 
consideration of traffic calming only to be ignored by the District 
Department of Transportation. While DC has set a goal of having zero 
fatalities and serious injuries on its roadways by 2024, the lack of 
consideration of meaningful traffic calming infrastructure all but 
certainly means DC will never meet its vision zero goals.  

 

RESOLVED: 
 

➢ That Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B calls on the District 
Department of Transportation to immediately install to install two-sided, 
all-way stop signs at the intersection of 6th Street, NW, and Butternut 
Street, NW. 

 

➢ That Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B calls on the District 
Department of Transportation to respond to this request within thirty 
(30) days and provide any underlying data collected as part of this 
request and past related requests. 

 

➢ That Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B calls on the District 
Department of Transportation to explain the Department’s reasoning for 
any denial, including a description of why approving the request would 
decrease pedestrian safety. 

 

FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 
That the Commission designates Commissioner Erin Palmer, ANC 4B02, to 
represent the Commission in all matters relating to this Resolution. 
 

FURTHER RESOLVED: 
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That, in the event the designated representative Commissioner cannot carry 
out their representative duties for any reason, the Commission authorizes the 
Chair to designate another Commissioner to represent the Commission in all 
matter relating to this Resolution. 
 

FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 
That, consistent with DC Code § 1-309, only actions of the full Commission 
voting in a properly noticed public meeting have standing and carry great 
weight. The actions, positions, and opinions of individual commissioners, 
insofar as they may be contradictory to or otherwise inconsistent with the 
expressed position of the full Commission in a properly adopted resolution or 
letter, have no standing and cannot be considered as in any way associated 
with the Commission. 
 
ADOPTED by voice vote at a regular public meeting (notice of which was 
properly given, and at which a quorum of __ members was present) on May 23, 
2022, by a vote of _ yes, _ no, _ abstentions. 


