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Government of the District of Columbia 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B  
 
By Electronic Mail  

 

April 25, 2022 

 

Council of the District of Columbia 

1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW  

Washington, DC 20004 

 

RE:  Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B Fiscal Year 2023 Budget Priorities 

 

Dear Councilmembers: 

 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B, at a duly noticed public meeting, with a quorum being 

the “majority of the total number of commissioner positions currently filled in Commission 4B,” at 

its April 25, 2022, meeting voted with _ Yeas, _ Nays, and _ Abstentions to send this letter 

regarding the Commission’s priorities for the Fiscal Year 2023 budget for the District of 

Columbia.  

 

In submitting this letter, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B reiterates the budget priorities 

contained in our March 22, 2021, letter to Mayor Muriel Bowser and our June 28, 2021, letter to 

the DC Council regarding the Fiscal Year 2022 Budget. The Commission has considered Mayor 

Bowser’s proposed budget and provides the following feedback related to our Housing Justice 

and Vision Zero priorities, based in part on the expertise and feedback of the Commission’s 

Housing Justice Committee and Vision Zero Committee. 

 

Housing Justice  

 

Housing is a human right, and all District residents are entitled to safe, stable, and secure 

housing. No individual should live or die without the dignity of a home; housing ends 

homelessness; and ending chronic homelessness is urgent, possible, and cost-effective.  

 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B is deeply thankful for the proposed investments in 

Mayor Bowser’s budget proposal to address chronic homelessness in DC. The Mayor’s 

proposed budget includes $31 million in funding for permanent supportive housing. This critical 

funding will end homelessness for 500 individuals, 260 families, and 10 youth. Bowser’s budget 

also includes resources for homeless street outreach and shelter improvements. These 

https://resolutions.anc.dc.gov/ViewResolution.aspx?Id=dgJLSXBHmfq/tkZP5XbUhw==
https://resolutions.anc.dc.gov/ViewResolution.aspx?Id=m7M4++5LdNVhcuErcP1GWQ==
https://resolutions.anc.dc.gov/ViewResolution.aspx?Id=yN25GigcNTp/LrkMj/yPmA==
https://resolutions.anc.dc.gov/ViewResolution.aspx?Id=+kCWxSLIXjzOZ0i6oDVSsw==
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investments are consistent with the Commission’s commitment to housing as a human right. 

See Letter re: Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B Fiscal Year 2022 Budget Priorities (Mar. 

22, 2021); Resolution 4B-20-0407, Supporting Funding in FY2021 to Address Chronic 

Homelessness (Apr. 27, 2020); Resolution 4B-19-0307, Supporting Funding in FY2020 Budget 

to Address Chronic Homelessness (Mar. 25, 2019). The Commission is also thankful for the 

Mayor’s $500 million investment in the Housing Production Trust Fund, one of our primary tools 

to create affordable housing in DC.  

 

The Commission also appreciates efforts to address racial equity through funding for housing, 

including increasing the level of down payment and closing cost assistance for low- and 

moderate-income first-time homebuyers from $80,000 to $202,000 and offering similar 

assistance to District employees, as well as $10 million for a Black Homeownership Fund. 

 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B requests the DC Council ensure the Fiscal Year 2022 

budget for the District of Columbia include the following funding to ensure all District residents 

have safe, stable, and secure housing:  

 

• ensure funding to extend families in rapid re-housing until they can be transitioned into 

permanent housing assistance and invest 27.7 million in targeted affordable housing for 

1,040 families who have been in permanent supportive housing and no longer need 

intensive services;  

 

• fund tenant-based local housing vouchers for the 39,000 individuals on the DC Housing 

Authority waitlist, where Mayor Bowser’s budget provides no or uncertain funding for 

these efforts;  

 

• dramatically expand funding and ensure recurring funding for the Emergency Rental 

Assistance Program based on the “gross underestimation” of demand, which may be as 

high as $187 million dollars (as well as implementing data collection mechanisms to 

better understand needs going forward), and with the goal of preventing evictions to 

every extent possible; 

 

• ensure the $500 million invested by Mayor Bowser in the Housing Production Trust Fund 

for Fiscal Year 2023 adheres to the legal requirement that 50 percent of its resources be 

used to serve families with the lowest incomes and with sufficient annual investments in 

the project-based component of the Local Rent Supplement Program, in part through 

additional accountability measures as provided in the Housing Production Trust Fund 

Accountability and Transparency Amendment Act of 2022;  

 

• expand funding to every extent possible and provide recurring funding for public housing 

repairs, in light of persistent neglect, including recent reports of the DC Housing 

Authority keeping residents in units with high lead levels, see Letter re: Advisory 

Neighborhood Commission 4B Fiscal Year 2022 Budget Priorities (Mar. 22, 2021); 

Resolution 4B-19-1004, Calling on DC Housing Authority to Preserve Public Housing 

https://resolutions.anc.dc.gov/ViewResolution.aspx?Id=dgJLSXBHmfq/tkZP5XbUhw==
https://resolutions.anc.dc.gov/AttachmentsFiles/18/Resolution%204B-20-0407_TM_20200428020913PM.pdf
https://resolutions.anc.dc.gov/ViewResolution.aspx?Id=QpZS9MvOWRi68nbY0MuzMQ==
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5bbd09f3d74562c7f0e4bb10/t/62602b5868e057409a877872/1650469720272/HS+FY23+Report+-+Updated+DRAFT+with+subtitles+-+04.20.22.docx.pdf
https://resolutions.anc.dc.gov/ViewResolution.aspx?Id=dgJLSXBHmfq/tkZP5XbUhw==
https://resolutions.anc.dc.gov/ViewResolution.aspx?Id=hmh25piG8OhcT36zlaXJYw==
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and Protect Public Housing Residents (Oct. 28, 2019); Resolution 4B-19-0506, 

Supporting Funding for Urgent Public Housing Repairs and Calling for Commitment to 

Maintain Public Housing Stock (May 20, 2019);  

 

• provide additional funding for community land trusts and funding for Tenant Opportunity 

to Purchase Act and Limited Equity Cooperatives to ensure permanently affordable 

housing, local small businesses, and other public assets through community ownership 

of land; 

 

• ensure that PEP-V, non-congregate shelter for residents experiencing homelessness 

who are at high risk of dying of COVID-19 is maintained through the pandemic and that 

the District Department of Human Services can continue to offer 24-hour shelter access; 

and  

 

• fully fund housing needs for survivors of domestic violence by $27.93 million dollars 

more than last year’s budget to respond to meet the need. 

 

Vision Zero / Traffic Safety 

 

All District residents deserve safe, accessible, and affordable transportation. In particular, 

thousands of residents within Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B depend on Metrorail 

and Metrobus to get to work, school, healthcare appointments, grocery stores, and more.  

 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B strongly supports the District’s Vision Zero efforts to 

ensure zero fatalities and serious injuries to users of the District’s transportation systems. 

Yet, Vision Zero has thus far failed. We have seen far too many injuries and deaths due to 

failure to adequately prioritize vulnerable road users in our design and implementation of 

transportation facilities. This failure became especially apparent over the previous year as 

vehicle miles traveled declined, yet traffic fatalities in the District matched the highest single-

year total since 2008. 

 

Advisory Neighorhood Commission 4B appreciates Mayor Bowser’s investments in safer 

streets and better public transit in her proposed budget and the efforts of the Committee on 

Transportation and the Environment to expand on those efforts, but encourages the Council 

to engage is vigorous oversight to ensure that the proposed programs are implemented with 

fidelity. We also urge the Council to continue to  

 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B requests the DC Council ensure the Fiscal Year 

2022 budget for the District of Columbia include the following funding to ensure a robust 

public transportation network and the safety of all road users: 

 

• fund efforts to reduce barriers to transit and ensure better service for our 

communities, including through the proposed Metro for DC Amendment Act of 2020, 

https://resolutions.anc.dc.gov/ViewResolution.aspx?Id=2lKc2GzFtSL1WfYuafqNTw==
https://dcist.com/story/22/04/12/d-c-s-domestic-violence-services-organizations-say-they-face-budget-shortfalls-amid-skyrocketing-need/
https://dcist.com/story/22/04/12/d-c-s-domestic-violence-services-organizations-say-they-face-budget-shortfalls-amid-skyrocketing-need/
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introduced by Councilmember Charles Allen (Ward 6), to improve access to bus 

service and increase transit affordability for District residents;  

• increase District funding for bus shelters beyond what is currently provided in the 

contract with Clear Channel Adshel to meet increased demand for safe and inviting 

transit stops in every neighborhood;  

 

• implement the proposed Safe Routes to School program expansion proposed by the 

Committee on Transportation on the Environment and the dedication of $19 million 

of additional funding for school zone safety projects; 

 

• prioritize proposed additional photo enforcement cameras to school zones and 

areas with parks and recreation centers that are likely to be areas where children 

congregate; 

 

• support the Mayor’s proposal for a second impound lot for the Department of Public 

works and the Committee on Transportation and the Environment’s proposed 

expansion of the booting and towing program with a total of 17 new positions to 

better deal with abandoned and dangerous vehicles as previously recommended by 

the Commission; 

 

• support the Mayor’s proposed expansion of the school crossing guard program by 

almost 91 positions, but continues to recommend that the District Department of 

Transportation explore ways to utilize school safety technicians full-time to enable 

District residents to have full-time jobs at livable wages;  

 

• accelerate the proposed reconstruction of Eastern Avenue, NE, from Whitter Street, 

NW, to New Hampshire Avenue, NE, in Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B to 

reconstruct that street more rapidly;  

 

• substantially expand funding for and reduce barriers to the District Department of 

Transportation’s Kids Ride Free Program by automatically opting-in all public school 

students and mailing SmarTrip cards to their homes and renewing existing, 

functioning cards rather than requiring physical replacement;  

 

• support Mayor Bowser’s proposed expansion of Capital Bikeshare stations and 

construct a station within every high priority zone within Advisory Neighborhood 

Commission 4B, including at Georgia Avenue, NW, and Eastern Avenue, NW; 

Georgia Avenue, NW, and Dahlia Street, NW; and the 6500 block of Piney Branch 

Road, NW;  

 

• increase funding for a fulsome audit of sidewalk conditions and annual sidewalk 

expansion, as well as repairs, similar to efforts to expand the protected bicycle lane 

network and rehabilitate road surfaces with a goal of ensuring adequate sidewalks 

on both sides of every road throughout the District; and  

https://resolutions.anc.dc.gov/ViewResolution.aspx?Id=jvtEA0OMbXLm/tn7bbPGHg==
https://resolutions.anc.dc.gov/ViewResolution.aspx?Id=jvtEA0OMbXLm/tn7bbPGHg==
https://resolutions.anc.dc.gov/ViewResolution.aspx?Id=rwHdDn3M6NU/b/k+AslIDQ==
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• maintain funding for completion of the Metropolitan Branch Trail through Advisory 

Neighborhood Commission 4B, as well the construction of the off-street portion of 

the trail from 1st Place NE to Oglethorpe Street, NE as previously recommended by 

the Commission, and continue to fund and construct all trails outlined in the Capital 

Trails Coalition’s planned trail expansions, especially the Suitland Parkway Trail 

reconstruction.  

 

Neighborhood Needs  

 

Equitable access to and use of quality and safe public education, recreation, and public spaces 

are essential, particularly during the COVID-19 (coronavirus) public health emergency and as 

the District recovers. These spaces serve as community hubs and provide vast benefits to our 

neighborhoods.  

 

Our community’s schools, recreation centers, and other public spaces have faced persistent 

problems with leaking roofs, non-functioning HVAC systems, deteriorated play areas, and other 

issues that disrupt day-to-day operations and limit fulsome and equitable use of these 

community resources. In addition, local infrastructure projects, like the Metropolitan Branch 

Trail, have faced significant delays.  

 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B requests the Fiscal Year 2022 budget for the District of 

Columbia include the following funding to ensure safe and accessible public facilities and robust 

local infrastructure, including:  

 

• ensure sufficient funding to swiftly modernize Whittier Education Campus and LaSalle-

Backus Education Campus, including considerations for the safety of students and 

teachers with regard to leaks and mold, as well as accessibility, without displacing 

modernizations of other schools, see Resolution 4B-19-1002, Calling for Accelerated 

Modernization of Whittier Education Campus (Oct. 28, 2019);  

  

• ensure adequate funding for necessary maintenance of and renovations to recreation 

centers within Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B, as well as improved and 

expanded programming, see Resolution 4B-19-1101, Supporting Necessary Funding for 

Lighting and Pathway at Takoma Community Center (Nov. 25, 2019); Letter of Inquiry 

Concerning ANC 4B Recreation Centers (June 25, 2019);  

 

• restore funding for the Department of Aging and Community Living’s Safe at Home 

Private Security Camera Program to continue to enable eligible DC seniors and 

residents with disabilities to receive a private security camera system without cost. 

 

The Commission also voted with _ Yeas, _ Nays, and _ Abstentions to appoint the 

Commissioner for Single Member District 4B02, Erin Palmer, the Commissioner for Single 

Member District 4B01, Evan Yeats, and the Commissioner for Single Member District 4B08, 

https://resolutions.anc.dc.gov/ViewResolution.aspx?Id=8AXC50+cC+R6sxy4WdFgVw==
https://resolutions.anc.dc.gov/ViewResolution.aspx?Id=8AXC50+cC+R6sxy4WdFgVw==
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Alison Brooks, or any member of the Executive Committee in their absence, to be authorized to 

communicate this letter and represent Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B in 

communication with your any DC government entity regarding this matter.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Erin Palmer, ANC 4B02 Commissioner  

Evan Yeats, ANC 4B01 Commissioner  

Alison Brooks, ANC 4B08 Commissioner  

 

cc:  Mayor Muriel Bowser  

Fitzroy Lee, Interim Chief Financial Officer  

Kevin Donahue, City Administrator  

 

Jennifer Budoff, Budget Director, DC Council 

 


