
 
 

 
 

Government of the District of Columbia 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B  

 

[DRAFT] RESOLUTION #4B-22-0301 
Calling on District Department of Transportation & National Park Service 

to Make Usable Paper Alley Behind 5400 Block of 1st Street, NE 
Adopted March 28, 2022 

 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B (Commission) takes note of the 

following: 
 

● A paper alley exists behind the 5400 block of 1st Street, NE – a planned 
alley that was never fully built. The paper alley consists of a rough gravel 
roadway. It begins at the 100 block of Kennedy Street, NE, and curves 
around to exit on 1st Street, NE, between 5401 and 5405 1st Street, NE. 
The paper alley abuts National Park Service property. 

 
● It appears that the District Department of Transportation at one time 

maintained the alley. The previous owners of the house at 5409 1st 
Street, NE, built a 2-car garage facing the alley in the 1950s or 
1960s. Longtime residents have confirmed the alley used to be 
maintained and that residents at 5409 1st Street, NE, used the alley. In 
addition, part of the alley has been paved to serve two houses (5401 1st 
Street, NE, and 110 Riggs Road, NE). 
 

● Some residents along the 5400 block of 1st Street, NE, do not have a 
method to take their trash and recycling bins for public collection other 
than to bring them down a flight of stairs at the front of their homes for 
pickup along 1st Street, NE. This is challenging for any aging neighbors 
or neighbors with mobility limitations. In addition, residents who park on 
1st Street, NE, regularly report speeding and aggressive drivers that 
crash into their parked cars and a desire to avoid damage. 
 

● In 2019, a District Department of Transportation representative 
indicated that the paper alley behind the 5400 block of 1st Street, NE, 
would require “a complete design” that is “more involved than simply our 
milling and paving program as many locations, like this one, do not 
connect to any drainage systems.” That representative noted that 
complete design “can take up to 12 months” and that the paper alley 
“will not be constructed in the near term given the level of planning and 
coordination.” According to the representative, the Department “is … 
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assessing a citywide list of unimproved alleys and is working to address 
this and other locations across the District.”  

 
● Residents have repeatedly raised concerns about the lack of maintenance 

of the paper alley and the adjoining space, which is National Park Service 
land. It has become an unusable dumping ground, with the National 
Park Service and the District Department of Transportation pointing 
fingers at each other regarding maintenance. Residents have also noted 
the space could be well-maintained and serve the broader community, as 
it is a natural connection and throughway from Riggs Road, NE, to 1st 
Street, NE, and would benefit from a formal pathway, lighting, 
placemaking, and other amenities.  
 

● The Commission has previously noted persistent challenges with regard 
to National Park Service maintenance of its properties. Specifically, the 
Commission noted in an April 2021 Letter: “These areas have been the 
victim of neglect. While much loved by our community, lack of regular 
maintenance and cleaning means that these parks are unable to reach 
[their] full potential as a community asset. Regular overgrowth, including 
that of invasive plants overtakes and damages the woodlands. Mowing is 
inconsistent in the summer and sidewalks adjacent to the parks are 
rarely shoveled in the winter. The parks regularly become[] a dumping 
ground and large amounts of trash have accumulated beyond the scope 
of volunteer community members to clean up.” 

 

RESOLVED: 
 

➢ That Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B calls on the District 
Department of Transportation to plan and coordinate the complete 
design, paving, and maintenance of the paper alley behind the 5400 
block of 1st Street, NE, and that the Department regularly and timely 
communicate with the Commission and residents about its progress.  
 

➢ That Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B calls on the District 
Department of Transportation to at a minimum work with the National 
Park Service to maintain the space and clear dumping and debris. 
 

➢ That Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B calls on the District 
Department of Transportation to provide its citywide list of unimproved 
alleys, including its prioritization and timeline for complete design, 
paving, and maintenance of these alleys. 

 

➢ That Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B calls on the District 
Department of Transportation to consider a cooperative management or 
other agreement with the National Park Service to properly maintain the 
space and end the cycle of fingerpointing over National Park Service 
areas. 
  

https://resolutions.anc.dc.gov/ViewResolution.aspx?Id=4X45f0VDD95AuMSR18yEtg==
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FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 
That the Commission designates Commissioner Alison Brooks, ANC 4B08, and 
Erin Palmer, ANC 4B02, to represent the Commission in all matters relating to 
this Resolution. 
 

FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 
That, in the event the designated representative Commissioners cannot carry 
out their representative duties for any reason, the Commission authorizes the 
Chair to designate another Commissioner to represent the Commission in all 
matter relating to this Resolution. 
 

FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 
That, consistent with DC Code § 1-309, only actions of the full Commission 
voting in a properly noticed public meeting have standing and carry great 
weight. The actions, positions, and opinions of individual commissioners, 
insofar as they may be contradictory to or otherwise inconsistent with the 
expressed position of the full Commission in a properly adopted resolution or 
letter, have no standing and cannot be considered as in any way associated 
with the Commission. 
 
ADOPTED by voice vote at a regular public meeting (notice of which was 
properly given, and at which a quorum of X members was present) on March 
28, 2022, by a vote of X yes, X no, X abstentions. 


