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Government of the District of Columbia 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B  
 
By Electronic Mail  

 

November 22, 2021 

 

Eli Borek, Chief Development Officer 

Petra Development 

1875 K Street, NW, Suite 436/438 

Washington, DC 20006 

 

RE:  Questions for Petra Development regarding Affordable Housing Commitments for 

Proposed Development at 6928 Maple Street, NW 

 

Dear Eli Borek: 

 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B, at a duly noticed public meeting, with a quorum being 

the “majority of the total number of commissioner positions currently filled in Commission 4B,” at 

its November 22, 2021, meeting voted with _ Yeas, _ Nays, and _ Abstentions to send this letter 

to Petra Development requesting responses to questions regarding Petra Development’s 

affordable housing commitments for a proposed development at 6928 Maple Street, NW. 

 

Petra Development (Petra) is seeking to redevelop property located at 6928 Maple Street, NW, 

which is located within the Takoma Park Historic District. The proposed design concept for 6928 

Maple Street, NW, would produce 68 new housing units. Petra has committed that all 68 units 

will deliver deeply affordable voucher housing. Petra provided responses to several questions 

from Commissioners and community members in September 2020, including related to the 

affordable housing commitment, though some were answered in greater detail than others. 

 

Commissioners have requested but not yet been able to arrange a presentation from Petra to 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B’s Housing Justice Committee. In the interim, the 

Commission formally reiterates its requests for responses to the following questions (and as 

previously transmitted via email from Commissioner Bromaghim on November 1, 2021):  

 

• Petra has committed to 100% affordable units (via housing vouchers) in 

perpetuity. Petra has stated the project is privately financed and that, as a result, "[they] 

do not have to deal with any of the approval processes or associated delays." Is Petra’s 
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affordability commitment rooted in any official obligation – via financing, covenant, or 

otherwise? 

• Is Petra willing to formalize this verbal commitment to affordable housing in any type of 

written document (like a Memorandum of Understanding)? 

 

• Petra has said: "Any housing voucher holder will be welcome to 

apply." Can Petra provide more details regarding its relationship, if any, with the DC 

Housing Authority and how it will ensure voucher holders reside in this project? How 

will Petra select voucher holders for this project? Are these permanent supportive 

housing units? 

 

• What is the mechanism for renting only to voucher holders? If it is just an internal policy 

(which is what we currently understand), does that run afoul of DC source of income 

discrimination law? If Petra believes it does not, what is the basis for that opinion? 

  

• What is the likelihood of and circumstances under which Petra would rent to non-

voucher holders? If Petra ends up renting to non-voucher holders, will they have rent 

levels set at affordable levels for those who do not have vouchers? 

  

• What other tenant requirements will Petra have? Credit checks? Background checks? 

How will they treat criminal history? Have they looked at their intake policy with an equity 

lens to remove barriers to housing? 

 

• How is Petra contributing to the community? Do they have experience with providing 

services to the population(s) they are proposing to serve? Do they have relationships 

with service organizations, and if so, which organizations? 

 

• How did Petra decide on the number of units and the mix of the types of units? 

Did Petra do any market research on which types of housing units are most in demand 

for the relevant population of voucher holders? Non-voucher holders? Given that the 

construction is by-right, is 68 units the ceiling of the number of units that can be built at 

this site? 

 

The Commission appreciates that Petra is still working toward gaining approval for its concept 

design for 6928 Maple Street, NW, from the Historic Preservation Review Board, though we 

also request responses to the aforementioned questions regarding the proposed affordable 

housing components of this project. 

 

The Commission also voted with _ Yeas, _ Nays, and _ Abstentions to appoint the 

Commissioner for Single Member District 4B02, Erin Palmer, or any member of the Executive 

Committee in their absence, to be authorized to communicate this letter and represent Advisory 

Neighborhood Commission 4B in communication with your agency regarding this matter. 
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Sincerely, 

 

Erin Palmer, ANC 4B02 Commissioner 

 

cc:  Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B 


