
 

 

 

 
Government of the District of Columbia 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B  

	
DRAFT RESOLUTION #4B-21-1004 

Supporting a Comprehensive Coronavirus Testing Program in DC Schools 
Adopted October 25, 2021 

 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B takes note of the following: 
 

● The Office of the District of Columbia Auditor’s National COVID-19 Data 
Quality Audit released in August revealed systemic gaps in the novel 
coronavirus (COVID-19) testing programs and testing data reporting for 
both District of Columbia Public Schools (DCPS) and public charter 
schools (DCPCS).  
 

● In short, the report revealed that DCPS was failing to test the Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC)-recommended ten percent of students during the 
2020–2021 school year and noted significant data gaps in both sectors 
that make it impossible to assess the effectiveness of the testing 
program. 
 

● The asymptomatic coronavirus testing program used by DCPS is 
administered by the Office of the State Superintendent (OSSE). DCPCS 
schools can opt into the OSSE program but are not required to use it and 
can instead formulate their own testing program. Only 41 charter 
schools participate, with the remaining charter schools administering 
their own programs. 

 
● The DCPS asymptomatic testing program has continued to fail to meet 

the ten percent testing goal during the 2021–2022 school year. The use 
of saliva-based testing for the OSSE testing program can result in invalid 
results “because a child did not provide enough saliva for the spit-based 
test” and testing shortages because “it takes them a long time to 
complete the test, and health workers run out of time before finishing 10 
percent of the student body.” 
 

● In response to testing deficiencies, the DC Council passed emergency 
legislation to require an expansion of asymptomatic testing to 20% of 
DCPS students and DCPCS. 
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● Many charter schools offer coronavirus testing programs that are more 

comprehensive than DCPS, with some schools testing all students and 
testing via nasal swab instead of saliva-based testing but testing 
statistics for the sector are incomplete. According to published reports, at 
least one charter school has attempted to obfuscate or delay sharing 
information around positive coronavirus cases. 

 
● Other jurisdictions have broader asymptomatic testing programs than 

those administered in the District of Columbia. For example, public 
school systems in both Chicago and Los Angeles are attempting to test 
100% of the student body, every week.  

 
● DCPS has repeatedly promised a rapid testing program for symptomatic 

students. On December 17, 2020, they promised parents that “the school 
nurse will immediately conduct a COVID-19 rapid test” and on August 
27, 2021, Chancellor Lewis Ferebee wrote to parents that “on-site rapid 
tests will be available beginning on the first day of school.” There is no 
evidence that rapid tests have been administered at any DCPS schools 
during the 2021–2022 school year. The rapid testing programs at DCPCS 
are unclear and vary significantly.  

 
● Comprehensive testing programs can have many benefits. According to 

the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), “testing helps keep COVID-19 
transmission low.” Rapid antigen testing programs can reduce the 
number of students in quarantine and can be especially important 
during the upcoming cold and flu season, where the CDC notes both the 
common cold and influenza can display similar symptoms to COVID-19. 

 
● Rapid antigen testing “test-to-stay” programs have been implemented in 

Massachusetts and Utah, and studies from the United Kingdom show 
that they are as effective as quarantines in halting the spread of COVID-
19. 

 
RESOLVED: 
 

� That Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B supports the 
implementation of a comprehensive universal coronavirus testing 
program for all publicly-funded schools in the District of Columbia, 
including: 
 

o attempting to test all (100%) students and staff on a weekly basis, 
and using nasal swab testing if necessary to meet testing goals; 
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o attempting to reduce turnaround times for asymptomatic test 
results with a goal of providing results within 24 hours; and 

 
o implementing an symptomatic and exposed student testing 

program based on the Massachusetts model involving rapid 
antigen tests administered daily for a week for exposed students or 
those with symptoms to allow them to avoid quarantine and 
disruption.  
 

� That Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B recommends that the Office 
of the State Superintendent of Education implement the comprehensive 
universal coronavirus testing program as a mandatory health and safety 
measure in both public and public charter schools. 
 

� That Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B requests a response to this 
Resolution detailing the Office of the State Superintendent of Education’s 
plan and timeline for a comprehensive universal coronavirus testing 
program, including a detailed explanation of any challenges or delays in 
reaching these goals. 
 

� That Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B acknowledges the work of 
DC Families for COVID-Safer Schools in preparing this Resolution and 
recommends the Office of the State Superintendent of Education engage 
with that group in the formulation of a broader testing program. 
 

FURTHER RESOLVED: 

That the Commission designates Commissioner Evan Yeats, ANC 4B01, and 
Commissioner Erin Palmer, ANC 4B02, to represent the Commission in all 
matters relating to this Resolution. 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 
That, in the event the designated representative Commissioners cannot carry 
out their representative duties for any reason, the Commission authorizes the 
Chair to designate another Commissioner to represent the Commission in all 
matters relating to this Resolution. 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 
That, consistent with DC Code § 1-309, only actions of the full Commission 
voting in a properly noticed public meeting have standing and carry great 
weight. The actions, positions, and opinions of individual commissioners, 
insofar as they may be contradictory to or otherwise inconsistent with the 
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expressed position of the full Commission in a properly adopted resolution or 
letter, have no standing and cannot be considered as in any way associated 
with the Commission. 
 
ADOPTED by voice vote at a regular public meeting (notice of which was 
properly given, and at which a quorum of __ members was present) on October 
25, 2021, by a vote of __ yes, __ no, __ abstentions. 


