
 
 

 
 

Government of the District of Columbia 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B  

 
RESOLUTION #4B-21-1002 

Calling for Street Sign Replacement & Visibility Within  

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B  

Adopted October 25, 2021 

 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B takes note of the following: 
 

• The District of Columbia has set a goal of having zero fatalities and 

serious injuries on its roadways by 2024. Fatalities are increasing, 
however, with 31 so far in 2021, exceeding the 27 deaths that were 

recorded for all of 2019. These deaths – including several children and 
seniors – “highlight long-standing concerns that the District is failing to 

provide the attention and resources needed to reduce traffic fatalities and 

injuries.” 
 

● The District Department of Transportation has committed to making our 

city’s streets safer, including by addressing Vision Zero traffic-related 
safety issues throughout the city. Following public pressure due to slow 

response times and other challenges, on October 12, 2021, Mayor Muriel 
Bowser and the Department committed to accelerated pedestrian safety 

projects and a streamlined process for roadway safety improvements, 

including high visibility crosswalks and concrete curb extensions. 
 

● The condition of street signs varies by neighborhood. Residents within 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B have repeatedly expressed 
concern regarding a lack of comprehensive maintenance in this part of 

the Ward. Residents demand equity, including via a documented 
maintenance schedule for street sign replacement and repair, throughout 

the Ward.  

 
● Street signs have a useful life span and should be replaced regularly 

before they fade, deteriorate, or become structurally unsound. Failure to 

regularly maintain street signs creates dangerous conditions and a poor 
environment for the neighborhood in which signs are allow to deteriorate. 

Regular replacement and restoration, in a manner similar to the road 
paving program, creates reliable and systematic improvements that 

communities can rely upon and enables long-term planning and 

https://ddot.dc.gov/page/vision-zero-initiative
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2021/10/07/vision-zero-traffic-deaths-washington-dc-get-serious/
https://ddot.dc.gov/page/vision-zero-initiative
https://ddot.dc.gov/release/mayor-bowser-accelerates-pedestrian-safety-projects-and-announces-streamlined-process
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budgeting for the District’s sign shop so that there are not sign 
shortages.  

 

● The District Department of Transportation should establish a regular 
audit program of safety critical signs, especially those in school zones for 

the start of the school year. Annually, at a minimum, they should ensure 

that school zone signs are present and in good working order and that 
flashing lights are functioning. 

  

● Street signs that are broken are often left on the ground for weeks or 
months. In one instance, residents placed a broken “Deaf Pedestrian” 

sign in the nearest public trash can after the Department failed to 
remove it for weeks. Broken street signs can be hazards for pedestrians – 

blocking the public right of way or creating dangerous sharp metal where 

signposts have broken – and send a visual signal that the city is 
neglecting communities. These signs should be timely removed and 

replaced. 
 

● The District Department of Transportation regularly fails to adhere to its 

scheduled response times for replacing missing, dilapidated, or damaged 
signs. For example, the Department has indicated it will replace stop 

signs within 24 hours and traffic control signs within 35 days, but stop 

signs are often not replaced for months and traffic control signs – like 
pedestrian crossing signs – can take years to replace, if they are replaced 

at all. Mayor Muriel Bowser and the Department recently committed to 
swift installation of stop signs, among other traffic calming measures. 

 

● The District Department of Transportation regularly fails to timely install 
street signs that are part of larger traffic safety projects, adding to 

confusion regarding changes. For example, the Department installed 

speed humps along Aspen Street, NW, between Blair Road, NW, and 
Piney Branch Road, NW, around August 2021, but the Department did 

not concurrently install speed hump signs. After complaints from 
residents regarding the lack of signage on the 600 block of Aspen Street, 

NW, the Department has installed signs on that block and only recently 

installed signs along the rest of the street. In addition, when the 
Department installed traffic calming measures at 8th Street, NW, 

Whittier Street, NW, and Piney Branch Road, NW, in July 2021, it did not 
install signage for weeks, creating significant confusion as to traffic 

changes that resulted in drivers maneuvering cars across crosswalks and 

sidewalks. 
 

● Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B understands that the District 
Department of Transportation has its own sign shop, where it prints and 

stores signs. Since the Department can print its own signs, there is no 

known reason for delay in replacing missing, dilapidated, or damaged 
signs. The Commission seeks details regarding the underlying causes of 

https://twitter.com/ErinPalmerDC/status/1422716033211813888?s=20
https://twitter.com/ErinPalmerDC/status/1422716033211813888?s=20
https://ddot.dc.gov/service/street-signs
https://twitter.com/ErinPalmerDC/status/1433913179600560137?s=20
https://twitter.com/ErinPalmerDC/status/1433913179600560137?s=20
https://twitter.com/ANCJonah/status/1423672562832314378?s=20
https://twitter.com/ANCJonah/status/1423672562832314378?s=20
https://ddot.dc.gov/release/mayor-bowser-accelerates-pedestrian-safety-projects-and-announces-streamlined-process
https://twitter.com/DDOTDC/status/955919992087810050?s=20
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sign installation delays and whether they can be attributed to printing or 
insufficient staffing delays. 

 

● Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B requests the District Department 
of Transportation install proper signage at the following locations: 

 

– One Way signs were installed in the wrong direction at the 
intersection of North Capitol Street, NE, and Kennedy Street, NE, 

nearly causing an accident with a child in the crosswalk. 
 

– Flexiposts were installed at North Capitol Street, NW, and 

Longfellow Street, NW, but the agreed upon signage has not been 
installed. 

 
– Speed humps were installed on the unit blocks of Kennedy Street, 

NE, but signage has not been installed. 

 
– Signage along Military Road explains the use of the third lane. In 

2020, the same signage was requested along 5400–6000 blocks of 

New Hampshire Avenue, NE, and not provided. 
 

– The left turn arrow on North Dakota Avenue, NW, near Capital City 
Charter School needs to be re-painted. The arrow has faded.   

 

– A list of requests is included below with 311 confirmation numbers 
where available: 

 

 
  

RESOLVED: 
 

➢ That Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B calls on the District 

Department of Transportation to install proper signage at the locations 

noted in this Resolution; respond to each request within thirty (30) days; 
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and explain the Department’s reasoning for any request it denies, 
including a description of why approving the request would decrease 

pedestrian safety. 
 

➢ That Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B calls on the District 

Department of Transportation to develop and communicate a 
comprehensive plan to audit and replace missing, dilapidated, and faded 

street signs, including by schools, and ensure the Department adheres to 
scheduled response times for replacing signs. 
 

➢ That Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B calls on the District 

Department of Transportation to ensure timely installation of new street 

signs as part of other traffic calming projects and efforts.  
 

➢ That Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B calls on the District 

Department of Transportation to provide information related to any 

delays in printing or staffing needs related to the Department’s sign shop 
to ensure timely printing and installation of street signs.  

 
FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 

That the Commission designates Commissioner Alison Brooks, ANC 4B08 
represent the Commission in all matters relating to this Resolution. 

 

FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 

That, in the event the designated representative Commissioners cannot carry 
out their representative duties for any reason, the Commission authorizes the 

Chair to designate another Commissioner to represent the Commission in all 
matters relating to this Resolution. 

 

FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 

That, consistent with DC Code § 1-309, only actions of the full Commission 
voting in a properly noticed public meeting have standing and carry great 

weight. The actions, positions, and opinions of individual commissioners, 

insofar as they may be contradictory to or otherwise inconsistent with the 
expressed position of the full Commission in a properly adopted resolution or 

letter, have no standing and cannot be considered as in any way associated 
with the Commission. 

 

ADOPTED by voice vote at a regular public meeting (notice of which was 
properly given, and at which a quorum of __ members was present) on October 

25, 2021, by a vote of _ yes, _ no, _ abstentions. 
 


