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Government of the District of Columbia 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B  

 
By Electronic Mail  
 
Council of the District of Columbia 
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20004 
 
June 28, 2021 
 
RE:  Supplemental Letter re Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B Fiscal Year 2022 Budget 

Priorities 
 
Dear Councilmembers: 
 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B, at a duly noticed public meeting, with a quorum being 
the “majority of the total number of commissioner positions currently filled in Commission 4B,” at 
its June 28, 2021, meeting voted with _ Yeas, _ Nays, and _ Abstentions to send this 
supplemental letter regarding the Commission’s priorities for the Fiscal Year 2022 budget for the 
District of Columbia. 
 
In submitting this letter, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B reiterates the budget priorities 
contained in our March 22, 2021, letter to Mayor Muriel Bowser (attached) and our May 5, 2021, 
letter to Mayor Bowser regarding using federal funding to remove all lead service lines in the 
District (also attached). The Commission has considered Mayor Bowser’s proposed budget and 
provides the following additional feedback related to our Housing Justice and Vision Zero 
priorities, based in part on the expertise and feedback of the Commission’s Housing Justice 
Committee and Vision Zero Committee. 
 
Housing Justice 
 
Housing is a human right, and all District residents are entitled to safe, stable, and secure 
housing. No individual should live or die without the dignity of a home; housing ends 
homelessness; and ending chronic homelessness is urgent, possible, and cost-effective.  
 
While Mayor Bowser’s proposed budget represents some progress, it does not match the scale 
of the District’s homelessness and affordable housing crisis or recognize the need for sustained, 
long-term local investments. Knowing the devastating and racially disparate impacts of the 

https://resolutions.anc.dc.gov/ViewResolution.aspx?Id=dgJLSXBHmfq/tkZP5XbUhw==
https://twitter.com/Erinfor4B02/status/1389946429414776839?s=20
https://resolutions.anc.dc.gov/ViewResolution.aspx?Id=yN25GigcNTp/LrkMj/yPmA==
https://resolutions.anc.dc.gov/ViewResolution.aspx?Id=yN25GigcNTp/LrkMj/yPmA==
https://resolutions.anc.dc.gov/ViewResolution.aspx?Id=+kCWxSLIXjzOZ0i6oDVSsw==
https://dcist.com/story/21/02/24/dc-covid-deaths-surpass-1000-residents/
https://www.dcfpi.org/all/the-black-burden-of-covid-19/
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COVID-19 (coronavirus) public health emergency and the challenges certain to follow the end of 
the eviction moratorium, now is the time to act boldly to end chronic homelessness and to invest 
in mechanisms to keep people in their homes and to support and expand deeply affordable 
housing in the District. 
 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B requests the DC Council ensure the Fiscal Year 2022 
budget for the District of Columbia include the following funding to ensure all District residents 
have safe, stable, and secure housing: 
 

● fully fund efforts to end chronic homelessness by bridging the gap between the 
requested $96 million in funding for permanent supportive housing to end chronic 
homelessness for 2,761 individuals and 432 families and the Mayor’s budgeted federal 
funding to provide permanent supportive housing for 527-687 individuals and 280-327 
families; 
 

● fully fund other tenant vouchers by providing $23 million in additional funding for 
Targeted Affordable Housing to house 928 homeless families who have been in 
permanent supportive housing and no longer need intensive services, ensuring funding 
to extend families in rapid re-housing until they can be transitioned into permanent 
housing assistance, and providing $17 million in funding for Local Rent Supplement 
Tenant Vouchers for homeless individuals on the DC Housing Authority waitlist, where 
Mayor Bowser’s budget provides no or uncertain funding for these efforts; 
 

● fully fund expanded homelessness prevention and diversion programs to prevent 
individuals from entering long-term homelessness, including $2.6 million for Project 
Reconnect (which was underfunded and Mayor Bowser’s budget cut by $325,000) and 
restoring funding for the Emergency Rental Assistance Program (which is facing 
proposed cuts of $5.5 million) and assessing the magnitude of relief that will not be met 
via federal STAY DC funding, see Saving DC’s Rental Housing Market (May 21, 2021) 
(“The Strike Force recommends that we use these federal and additional District funds to 
stabilize renters, especially renters with the highest eviction risk.”); 
 

● maintain Mayor Bowser’s proposed $3.5 million for the next three fiscal years in funding 
for homeless prevention and street outreach, including funding for the District-wide 
Street Outreach Program to ensure individuals experiencing homelessness are 
connected to housing resources; 
 

● fully use and facilitate access to available federal funding for long-term and expanded 
funding for emergency rental assistance programs (particularly in light of existing 
challenges accessing funding) with the goal of preventing evictions to every extent 
possible; 

 
● recognizing that empty promises to do better are insufficient, ensure the $250 million 

invested by Mayor Bowser in the Housing Production Trust Fund for Fiscal Year 2022 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/dc-eviction-moratorium-end-hearing/2021/05/21/cce8da86-ba64-11eb-a5fe-bb49dc89a248_story.html
https://www.legalclinic.org/our-first-look-did-the-mayor-fund-our-housing-and-homelessness-priorities/
https://www.legalclinic.org/our-first-look-did-the-mayor-fund-our-housing-and-homelessness-priorities/
https://www.legalclinic.org/our-first-look-did-the-mayor-fund-our-housing-and-homelessness-priorities/
https://www.thewayhomedc.org/app/document/36215956
https://www.legalclinic.org/our-first-look-did-the-mayor-fund-our-housing-and-homelessness-priorities/
https://mayor.dc.gov/release/mayor-bowser-announces-350-million-rent-and-utility-assistance-program-dc-residents
https://dhcd.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/dhcd/publication/attachments/SRH%20Strike%20Force%20Report%205-21-2021%20Final_0.pdf
https://twitter.com/maya_brennan/status/1407477232558395392?s=20
https://twitter.com/DoniCrawford/status/1407513341489291267?s=20
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adheres to the legal requirement that 50 percent of its resources be used to serve 
families with the lowest incomes, in part through funding the necessary operating 
subsidies via the Local Rent Supplement program; 

 
● expand funding to every extent possible, and at a minimum to bridge the gap between 

the requested $60 million for urgent public housing repairs and the Mayor’s budgeted 
local funding of $22 million, in light of persistent neglect, including recent reports of the 
DC Housing Authority keeping residents in units with high lead levels, and review and 
assess expansion of Mayor Bowser’s proposed funding through Fiscal Year 2024 to 
more than one public housing property; 

   
● maintain $50 million in Mayor Bowser’s proposed local and federal funding to purchase 

or lease hotels to convert them to humane emergency shelters and long-term use; 
 

● maintain and consider expanding $2 million in Mayor Bowser’s proposed funding for the 
Douglass Community Land Trust and funding for Tenant Opportunity to Purchase Act 
and Limited Equity Cooperatives to ensure permanently affordable housing, local small 
businesses, and other public assets through community ownership of land; and 

  
● ensure fulsome and sustained local funding to end chronic homelessness and expand 

deeply affordable housing – including by increasing taxes on the District’s highest 
earners, who have been economically stable during the public health emergency, have 
benefitted from large federal tax cuts, pay lower taxes than middle-income earners, and 
are best able to shoulder tax increases needed to fund basic human needs – in light of 
broad support among District residents and uncertain continued federal funding, as well 
as to ensure an equitable budget that takes every opportunity to correct for racial and 
other structural disparities and demonstrates a commitment to continuation of these 
essential programs. 

 
Vision Zero / Traffic Safety 
 
All District residents deserve safe, accessible, and affordable transportation. In particular, 
thousands of residents within Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B depend on Metrorail and 
Metrobus to get to work, school, healthcare appointments, grocery stores, and more. 
 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B strongly supports the District’s Vision Zero efforts to 
ensure zero fatalities and serious injuries to users of the District’s transportation systems. Yet, 
Vision Zero has thus far failed. We have seen far too many injuries and deaths due to failure to 
adequately prioritize vulnerable road users in our design and implementation of transportation 
facilities. This failure became especially apparent over the previous year as vehicle miles 
traveled declined, yet traffic fatalities in the District matched the highest single-year total since 
2008. 
 

https://www.legalclinic.org/our-first-look-did-the-mayor-fund-our-housing-and-homelessness-priorities/
https://www.legalclinic.org/our-first-look-did-the-mayor-fund-our-housing-and-homelessness-priorities/
https://www.legalclinic.org/our-first-look-did-the-mayor-fund-our-housing-and-homelessness-priorities/
https://www.legalclinic.org/our-first-look-did-the-mayor-fund-our-housing-and-homelessness-priorities/
https://washingtoncitypaper.com/article/509687/against-advice-of-attorneys-and-internal-auditors-dcha-kept-families-in-units-with-lead-past-legal-deadline/
file:///D:%5CPersonal%5CANC%5CResolutions%5CSM%20-%20Good%20Government%5CFor%20the%20first%20time%20this%20year,%20we%20asked%20the%20Mayor%20to%20invest%20in%20purchasing%20hotels%20and%20converting%20them%20to%20non-congregate%20shelter%20and%5Cor%20deeply%20affordable%20housing.%20We%20are%20pleased%20to%20announce%20that%20we%20believe%20there%20is%20$50%20million%20from%20local%20and%20federal%20money%20to%20acquire%20and%20convert%20hotels%20into%20deeply%20affordable%20housing%20and%20shelter.
https://dcist.com/story/21/03/02/raise-taxes-on-wealthy-pandemic-recovery/
https://dcist.com/story/21/03/02/raise-taxes-on-wealthy-pandemic-recovery/
https://itep.org/tcja-2020/
https://itep.org/tcja-2020/
https://www.dcfpi.org/all/tax-injustice-dcs-richest-residents-pay-lower-taxes-than-everyone-else/
https://dcist.com/story/21/06/22/dc-fiscal-policy-institute-poll-taxes-rich-corporations-budget/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/trafficandcommuting/dc-council-to-vote-on-vision-zero-bill-aimed-at-reducing-traffic-fatalities/2020/09/21/312ffa94-fa65-11ea-be57-d00bb9bc632d_story.html
https://www.npr.org/2021/03/05/974006735/tragic-driving-was-down-in-2020-but-traffic-fatality-rates-surged
https://www.npr.org/2021/03/05/974006735/tragic-driving-was-down-in-2020-but-traffic-fatality-rates-surged
https://mpdc.dc.gov/page/traffic-fatalities
https://mpdc.dc.gov/page/traffic-fatalities
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Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B requests the DC Council ensure the Fiscal Year 2022 
budget for the District of Columbia include the following funding to ensure a robust public 
transportation network and the safety of all road users: 
 

● fund efforts to reduce barriers to transit and ensure better service for our communities, 
including through the proposed Metro for DC Amendment Act of 2020, introduced by 
Councilmember Charles Allen (Ward 6), to improve access to bus service and increase 
transit affordability for District residents; 
 

● fully fund the Vision Zero Enhancement Omnibus Act of 2020 by $171.5 million over the 
next five years to reduce the increasing number of serious injuries and fatalities on the 
District’s streets, including by increasing the routine installation of safety measures for 
vulnerable road users when a street is reconstructed;  
 

● increase District funding for bus shelters beyond what is currently provided in the 
contract with Clear Channel Adshel to meet increased demand for safe and inviting 
transit stops in every neighborhood; 
 

● fund increased staffing at the District Department of Transportation to process and 
assess Traffic Safety Assessments with a goal of reducing the Traffic Safety 
Assessment process to thirty (30) days from submission to evaluation and report; 
 

● supplement the federal Safe Routes to Schools program with local funds to aggressively 
improve safety in the areas around the District’s schools with a focus on increased 
automated enforcement of school zones with the proceeds reinvested directly into 
school safety programs; 
 

● fully fund the proposed reconstruction of Eastern Avenue, NE, from Whitter Street, NE, 
to New Hampshire Avenue, NE, in Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B that has 
already been fully designed; 
 

● substantially expand funding for and reduce barriers to the District Department of 
Transportation’s Kids Ride Free Program by automatically opting-in all public school 
students and mailing SmarTrip cards to their homes and renewing existing, functioning 
cards rather than requiring physical replacement; 
 

● expand funding for construction of new Bikeshare stations to meet Mayor Bowser’s goal 
of a Capital Bikeshare station within a quarter mile of every District resident and 
construct a station within every high priority zone within Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission 4B, including at Georgia Avenue, NW, and Eastern Avenue, NW; Georgia 
Avenue, NW, and Dahlia Street, NW; and the 6500 block of Piney Branch Road, NW; 
 

● increase funding for a fulsome audit of sidewalk conditions and annual sidewalk 
expansion, as well as repairs, similar to efforts to expand the protected bicycle lane 

https://www.metrofordc.com/what_is_metro_for_dc
https://www.smartcitiesdive.com/news/dc-traffic-deaths-climb-as-vision-zero-funding-remains-in-limbo/599169/
https://www.smartcitiesdive.com/news/dc-traffic-deaths-climb-as-vision-zero-funding-remains-in-limbo/599169/
https://ggwash.org/view/80286/heres-what-we-can-do-to-make-transit-more-equitable-in-dc
https://ggwash.org/view/80286/heres-what-we-can-do-to-make-transit-more-equitable-in-dc
https://www.transportation.gov/mission/health/Safe-Routes-to-School-Programs
https://ddot.dc.gov/page/rehabilitation-eastern-avenue-ne
https://ddot.dc.gov/page/kids-ride-free-program
https://www.washingtonpost.com/transportation/2021/06/11/dc-roads-transportation-budget/
https://ddot.dc.gov/page/bicycle-lanes


 

5 
 

network and rehabilitate road surfaces with a goal of ensuring adequate sidewalks on 
both sides of every road throughout the District; and 
 

● maintain funding for completion of the Metropolitan Branch Trail and fully fund and 
construct all trails outlined in the Capital Trails Coalition’s planned trail expansions, 
along with the Rock Creek Park, Piney Branch Parkway, and Suitland Parkway trail 
network rehabilitation. 

 
The Commission also voted with _ Yeas, _ Nays, and _ Abstentions to appoint the 
Commissioner for Single Member District 4B02, Erin Palmer, the Commissioner for Single 
Member District 4B01, Evan Yeats, and the Commissioner for Single Member District 4B08, 
Alison Brooks, or any member of the Executive Committee in their absence, to be authorized to 
communicate this letter and represent Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B in 
communication with your any DC government entity regarding this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Erin Palmer, ANC 4B02 Commissioner 
Evan Yeats, ANC 4B01 Commissioner 
Alison Brooks, ANC 4B08 Commissioner 
 
cc:  Mayor Muriel Bowser 

Fitzroy Lee, Interim Chief Financial Officer 
Kevin Donahue, City Administrator 

 
Jennifer Budoff, Budget Director, DC Council 

https://ddot.dc.gov/page/bicycle-lanes
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=76784c82ddcb4fb798769138f27c0ed3
https://www.capitaltrailscoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/dc_CTN_print-map.pdf

