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Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC) 4B takes note of the following: 

• The Office of the District of Columbia Auditor’s recent public education 
data system audit, “Measuring What Matters: More and Better Data 
Needed to Improve D.C. Public Schools,” found that the District’s state 
education agency, the Office of the State Superintendent of Education 
(OSSE), does not have a statewide longitudinal data system despite 
receiving more than $30 million in federal and local funds to create such 
a system.  
 

• Statewide longitudinal data systems are necessary to track and monitor 
student progress over time and to accurately and effectively intervene 
and target student supports where they are most needed.  
 

• The District of Columbia does not have a uniform, single, public school 
system, but instead operates as seventy separate Local Education 
Agencies (LEAs) between which students and families move more than is 
typical and overseen by multiple regulatory bodies including OSSE. 

 
• The Auditor’s report found that OSSE does not collect student courses, 

credits, or grades unlike most state education agencies. 
 

• Student courses, credits, and grades have been found to be more 
predictive of student success than standardized test scores and the 
District is left without these critical insights.  
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• The lack of a common, aligned course collection and equivalency system 
at the District level negatively impacts DC students. “ The District, which 
educates nearly 95,000 public schoolchildren, does not have a 
centralized system that records basic transcript information, such as 
grades and the courses a student has taken. That can make it 
challenging for families to keep track of classes a student needs to 
receive their high school diploma, especially if a student has transferred 
multiple times.” Debbie Truong, WAMU, “How D.C.’s Patchwork Student 
Recordkeeping Meant One Teenager Who Thought She Graduated 
Actually Didn’t” (June 3, 2021). 

 
• The students most often harmed by the lack of course alignment are 

those who transfer schools most often. Multiple Auditor’s reports have 
shown that students who transfer schools most often are more likely to 
be Black, considered “at risk,” or receive special education services. 
Further, the audit found that approximately 1800 students transfer 
schools in grades 9-12 every school year in DC and these moves are 
unsupported by any foundational data monitoring system.  
 

• Federal guidance stipulates students who are homeless should receive 
support to stay in their school of origin; however, if school stability is not 
possible, state and local education agencies should ensure that all 
student courses, credits, and transcripts are transferred quickly and in a 
valid, aligned way. The District of Columbia has failed to ensure that this 
occurs. 

 
• The burden of a lack of a statewide longitudinal data system is borne by 

the District’s most vulnerable students as there is no mechanism to 
proactively monitor their wellbeing and success over time. For example, 
staff working with students in need of mental health services receive no 
easy transfer or monitoring of student information, leaving highly 
vulnerable students at risk of further trauma and their mental health 
providers without an effective means of connection to prior providers or 
follow up. “Without a “statewide” longitudinal data system that allows 
educators and parents to access an array of essential information on 
students’ academic progress and overall development and well-being, 
many students do not get the support they need to persist in school and 
reach their potential.” Nathan Luecking, The Washington Post, “Opinion: 
At-risk kids are getting lost in D.C.’s school system” April 29, 2021 
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• Other states are making use of their statewide longitudinal data systems 

to better track and monitor highly mobile students, homeless students, 
and those displaced in the pandemic to ensure continuity of services and 
support. The District has instead cut some services to English Language 
Learner students due to the inability to track families displaced and 
highly impacted by the pandemic. Advisory Neighborhood Commission 
4B has previously opposed these cuts to District of Columbia Public 
Schools staff. See Letter re: Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B 
Fiscal Year 2022 Budget Priorities, March 22, 2021. 

 
• In follow up testimony to the DC Council, the Auditor’s office created 

multiple demonstration data products to show the importance of 
investing in public education data infrastructure. For example, the 
Auditor’s office created a working, demonstration early warning system 
(EWS), which predicts the likelihood that individual students are on 
track for high school success. These systems are common across the 
country and results can be used to better target resources to schools and 
students most in need of support.  

 
• The Auditor’s office EWS model showed that across the District, only 

34% of 8th graders in 2015-16 were on track for high school success by 
their second year of high school. Further, truancy, suspensions, and 
mid-year transfers negatively impact a students' probability of being on 
track for high school success.  

 

RESOLVED: 

Ø That Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B supports the Auditor’s 
recommendations to invest in a statewide student information system, 
an early warning system, and a student course, credit, and grade 
collection. Given previous failure to adequately implement these 
recommendations, OSSE should consider an off-the-shelf statewide 
student information system in order to act efficiently, rapidly and 
effectively. 
 

Ø The Commission supports the Auditor’s recommendation of the creation 
of an early warning system and a student course, credit and grade data 
collection to support students and schools in learning and recovery. 
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Ø The Commission urges the DC Council to use both its oversight and 

budgetary authority to ensure that OSSE develops and implements a 
statewide longitudinal data system as committed to the federal 
government in 2007 and 2012.  

 
Ø The Commission urges OSSE and the Deputy Mayor for Education (DME) 

to utilize these recommendations in service of best supporting our most 
vulnerable students and to revive earlier, discontinued efforts to have an 
early warning system to proactively identify and support District 
secondary students at risk of disengagement.  
 

FURTHER RESOLVED: 

That the Commission designates Commissioner Evan Yeats, ANC 4B01 to 
represent the Commission in all matters relating to this Resolution. 

 

FURTHER RESOLVED: 

That, in the event the designated representative Commissioner cannot carry 
out their representative duties for any reason, the Commission authorizes the 
Chair to designate another Commissioner to represent the Commission in all 
matters relating to this Resolution. 

 

FURTHER RESOLVED: 

That, consistent with DC Code § 1-309, only actions of the full Commission 
voting in a properly noticed public meeting have standing and carry great 
weight. The actions, positions, and opinions of individual commissioners, 
insofar as they may be contradictory to or otherwise inconsistent with the 
expressed position of the full Commission in a properly adopted resolution or 
letter, have no standing and cannot be considered as in any way associated 
with the Commission. 

 

ADOPTED by voice vote at a regular public meeting (notice of which was 
properly given, and at which a quorum of __ members was present) on June 
28, 2021, by a vote of __ yes, __ no, __ abstentions. 


