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DRAFT RESOLUTION #4B-21-0504 

Supporting the Piney Branch Road Traffic Calming 
Improvements Project, NOI 2021-04-12 

 
Adopted May 24, 2021 

 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B (ANC 4B or the Commission) takes 
note of the following: 
 

● The District of Columbia has set a goal of having zero fatalities and 
serious injuries on its roadways by 2024. However, fatalities are 
increasing, with 16 so far in 2021, 60% more than the same time frame 
in 2020. 
 

● Members of the community, the Takoma Education Campus Parent 
Teacher Organization, Trinity Episcopal Church, Mi Palacio Daycare 
parents, Commissioners, both the previous and present Ward 4 
Councilmembers, and traffic safety experts have alerted the District 
Department of Transportation (DDOT) to safety concerns and repeatedly 
asked for safety improvements along Piney Branch Road between 
Butternut Street, NW and Eastern Avenue, NW as far back as 2014. 
 

● At the request of the Commissioner for 4B01, in December 2018, DDOT’s 
Safe Routes to Schools program assessed this area and recommended 
multiple safety improvements, including efforts to slow vehicle speeds in 
the area. 
 

● Likewise, the DDOT Rock Creek East Livability Study recommends 
significant safety improvements along this stretch of Piney Branch Road 
NW. These improvements were open to extensive public feedback through 
a multi-year process including three public workshops, a website 
dedicated to feedback and a pop-up neighborhood event. 
 

● Furthermore, traffic improvements along this stretch of road have been 
studied and included in the MoveDC transportation plan and the BikeDC 



 

R4B-21-0504	–	Supporting	the	Piney	Branch	Traffic	Calming	Improvements	Project	
																																						 Page	2	
 

master plan. Those plans were available for extensive multi-year public 
feedback processes, including forums, workshops and more. 
 

● On Monday, June 8, 2020, 21-year-old Timothy Abbott was struck and 
killed crossing the street at the intersection of Piney Branch Rd. and 
Dahlia St. NW. He was in the crosswalk. The driver that struck him has 
not been charged in his death. 
 

● Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B unanimously called for DDOT to 
“act expeditiously to implement permanent traffic calming and safety 
measures including lane width and roadway width reduction, 
construction of permanent roadway narrowing, construction of 
permanent traffic calming measures including raised crosswalks or 
speed humps, speed limit reduction, enhanced facilities for vulnerable 
road users including raised crosswalks and protected bike facilities, 
reconsideration of roadway geometry at unusual intersections” along the 
Piney Branch Road NW corridor. Resolution 4B-20-0601 “Requesting 
Traffic Calming and Safety Measures on Piney Branch Road, NW, from 
Eastern Avenue, NW, to Georgia Avenue, NW.” See also Resolution 4B-
21-0303 “Supporting Proposed Improvements to Intersection of Piney 
Branch Road, Whittier Street, and 8th Street, NW (NOI #21-6-TOA)” 
(supporting traffic safety measures at this intersection and noting the 
Commission's commitment to traffic safety across the Commission area). 
 

● More than 2,700 area residents have signed a petition asking for 
immediate safety improvements along this stretch of Piney Branch Road 
NW. 
 

● North across Eastern Avenue NW in Maryland, Piney Branch Road NW is 
a two lane road approximately 20 feet wide with significant physical 
enhancements including concrete curb extensions and plantings to 
reduce speed. 
 

● Upon entering the District from Eastern Avenue NW to Butternut Street 
NW, the speed limit is 30 miles per hour and the width of the roadway 
triples with no traffic calming mechanisms in place, despite the 
residential nature of the street and the presence of a school and school 
zone. Lane width along Piney Branch Road NW is between 12 feet and 16 
feet wide, the recommended widths for highway-speed traffic. 
 

● Largely unused metered parking from Eastern Avenue NW to Blair Road 
NW contributes to the perception of unnecessary width of the road. A 
parking lane in front of Takoma Education Campus is legally prohibited 
from parking for the majority of the week contributing to the 
unnecessary width of the road.  
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● Overly wide roadways contribute to high rates of speed. They also cause 

overly long crossing distances for pedestrians. This width causes 
“multiple threat” crossings for pedestrians – particularly high-risk 
situations in which pedestrians are vulnerable due to only one vehicle of 
multiple vehicles traveling in the same direction yielding to a pedestrian 
who is crossing.  
 

● Approximately 35% of District households don’t have a car and more 
primarily use other methods for transportation, but for too long, DDOT 
has prioritized high speed car traffic along this stretch of road to the 
detriment of the safety of vulnerable road users along with the school, 
daycare and church communities located in this area. 
 

● The unsafe design of this roadway contributed to the death of Timothy 
Abbott and has contributed to numerous other collisions in this area. 
The streets and intersections within the Piney Branch Traffic Calming 
Improvements Project have recorded the most collisions within Single 
Member District 4B01 (See DC Crashes Block-by-Block, utilizing data 
from Open Data D.C.). 
 

● Children are particularly vulnerable. Pedestrian injuries are the leading 
cause of unintentional, injury-related death in children 5-14 and 
children are more likely to walk or bike to school when protected facilities 
exist (See “Complete Streets Help Keep Kids Safe,” National Complete 
Streets Coalition). This portion of Piney Branch contains an Early 
Childhood through 8th grade public education campus with an 
enrollment of 532, as well as a daycare licensed for 60 children. 
 

● The Piney Branch Traffic Calming Improvements Project, NOI 2021-04-
12, provides a comprehensive traffic calming solution to this corridor. 
This project provides several notable benefits to calm traffic and reduce 
hazards for vulnerable road users, including pedestrians and children, 
along this corridor. Highlights include: 

o Reduced the speed limit from 30 miles per hour to 25 miles per 
hour. 

o Physically narrowed lanes to encourage safe driving, reducing most 
lanes to the standard neighborhood width of ten feet.  

o Curb extensions at corners to encourage slow turns and shorten 
crossing distances for pedestrians and reduce the risk of multiple-
threat crashes. 

o Closing access from Blair Road, NW to Dahlia Street, NW and 5th 
Street, NW to reduce cut-through traffic and simplify a dangerous 
intersection and improve performance at the adjacent intersection 
of Blair Road, NW and Chestnut Street, NW. 
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o Adding additional high visibility crosswalk across Blair Road at 
Dahlia Street, NW to provide increased pedestrian access. 

o Changing the block of 6th Street, NW between Cedar Street, NW 
and Piney Branch Road, NW to one way and realigning its 
intersection with Piney Branch Road, NW to right angles for safety 
and to shorten the pedestrian crossing distance. 

o Preservation of the existing vehicle speed feedback sign and rapid 
flashing pedestrian beacon at Piney Branch Road, NW and Dahlia 
Street, NW. 
 

● The Piney Branch Traffic Calming Improvements Project is based largely 
in the Final Report of the Rock Creek East Livability study, but contains 
significant changes based on community feedback during the design 
process. These changes include: 

o Preserving and improving the parking directly in front of Trinity 
Episcopal Church for church activities and loading and unloading. 

o Additional parking through angled back-in parking on 6th Street, 
NW between Cedar Street NW, and Piney Branch Road, NW. 

o Included demarcated parking spaces as part of the physical 
roadway narrowing. 

o Reducing the length of the left turn lane North of the intersection 
with Blair Road to provide additional parking and reduce vehicle 
speeding. 

o Removal of the flexpost median North of Dahlia Street, NW to allow 
affected residents left-turn access to their driveways. 

o Including concrete parking barriers to physically protect the bike 
lane in front of Takoma Education Campus to provide additional 
space between children and traffic. 
  

● Public outreach around the Piney Branch Traffic Calming Traffic 
Improvements Project has been thorough and comprehensive: 

o The Notice of Intent and comprehensive plans were emailed to 
nearby neighbors, Trinity Episcopal Church, Mi Palacio Daycare 
and its parents association, Takoma Education Campus and the 
Takoma Education Campus Parent-Teacher Organization.  

o The Commissioner for Single Member District 4B01 held more 
than a dozen walkthroughs of the area for various affected and 
interested community groups and constituents. 

o DDOT presented the plan at the April 26, 2021 ANC 4B meeting 
which was properly and publicly noticed and there was time for 
public comment and questions. 

o The Commissioner for Single Member District 4B01 held a project-
specific meeting May 6, 2021 and it was attended by more than 
fifty community members. The meeting notice, as well as a printed 
copies of the Notice of Intent, were hand-delivered to houses in the 
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affected area and Takoma Education Campus. It was also 
announced on the neighborhood listserve, the Takoma Education 
Campus PTO Facebook group, the Mi Palacio parents listserve, and 
the newsletters of the Commissioners for Single Member District 
4B01 and 4B02. 
 

● Additional community improvements are coordinated with the 
installation of the Piney Branch Road Traffic Calming Improvements 
Project. Through a grant from the Metropolitan Washington Council of 
Governments Transportation Planning Board Transportation Alternatives 
Program, there is funding for a ground mural to be completed by a local 
artist in the space created by the closure between Dahlia Street, NW, 5th 
Street, NW and Blair Road, NW to provide additional placemaking. Upon 
completion of the project, DDOT will begin the community feedback to 
selection and commission and artist. 

 
RESOLVED: 
 
That Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B believes that the District 
Department of Transportation should have implemented safety and traffic 
calming measures based upon community and Commission outreach prior to 
the death of Timothy Abbott. 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 
That Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B supports the Piney Branch Traffic 
Calming Improvements Project, NOI 2021-04-12 and calls for its rapid 
implementation to prevent further serious death and injury. 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 
That Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B urges the District Department of 
Transportation to consider further improvements to the project including 
making lane widths along Piney Branch Road, NW a consistent ten feet in 
width, the use of community planters in the space created by curb extensions, 
particularly by Takoma Education Campus and Mi Palacio daycare, and to 
study the conversion of the 500 block of Dahlia Street, NW to one way 
eastbound and the 7000 block of 5th Street, NW to one way southbound.  
 
FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 
That the Commission designates Commissioner Evan Yeats, ANC 4B01, to 
represent the Commission in all matters relating to this resolution. 
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FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 
That, in the event the designated representative Commissioner cannot carry 
out his representative duties for any reason, the Commission authorizes the 
Chair to designate another Commissioner to represent the Commission in all 
matter relating to this resolution. 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 
Consistent with DC Code § 1-309, only actions of the full Commission voting in 
a properly noticed public meeting have standing and carry great weight.  The 
actions, positions and opinions of individual commissioners, insofar as they 
may be contradictory to or otherwise inconsistent with the expressed position 
of the full Commission in a properly adopted resolution or letter, have no 
standing and cannot be considered as in any way associated with the 
Commission. 
 
 
ADOPTED by a voice vote at a regular public meeting (notice of which was 
properly given, and at which a quorum of eight of nine members was present) 
on May 24, 2021 by a vote of XX yes, XX no, XX abstain. 


