
Government of the District of Columbia

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B

By Electronic Mail

April 26, 2021

Area Director Kym Hall
National Park Service - National Capital Area
1100 Ohio Drive, SW
Washington, DC 20242

Dear Director Hall:

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B, at a duly noticed public meeting, with a quorum being
the “majority of the total number of commissioner positions currently filled in Commission 4B,” at
its April 26, 2021, meeting voted with _ Yeas, _ Nays, and _ Abstentions to send this letter of
inquiry regarding regarding the maintenance and community coordination involving National
Park Service properties within and adjoining the Commission’s boundaries.

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B either adjoins or contains several parks and properties
that are administered by the National Park Service, most prominently Fort Slocum Park and Fort
Totten Park, but also including the open spaces between Riggs Road and New Hampshire
Avenue NE. While the open spaces and recreational opportunities provided by these facilities is
a tremendous community asset, we’ve grown increasingly concerned that the National Park
Service’s management of these areas is characterized by community disengagement and
neglect.

These areas have been the victim of neglect. While much loved by our community, lack of
regular maintenance and cleaning means that these parks are unable to reach its full potential
as a community asset. Regular overgrowth, including that of invasive plants overtakes and
damages the woodlands. Mowing is inconsistent in the summer and sidewalks adjacent to the
parks are rarely shoveled in the winter. The parks regularly becomes a dumping ground and
large amounts of trash have accumulated beyond the scope of volunteer community members
to clean up.

In March 2021, the Park Service responded to months of community concerns and requests and
filled two large flat bed trucks and a roll off dumpster with trash in a single cleanup. However,
the park had deteriorated to such a point that even that massive effort still left substantial trash



within the park boundaries. An additional large cleanup must take place but then must be
followed by regular, preventative maintenance to prevent it from spiraling out of control again.

The Park Service-owned property between New Hampshire Avenue NE and Riggs Road NE
suffers from water runoff issues that endanger pedestrians along Riggs Road and make the
sidewalk dangerous and impassable.

In addition, the Commission believes that the Park Service should examine Fort Slocum and
surrounding parklands from a community asset standpoint. Very little programming or activation
takes place within the park and historic assets are mostly unmarked. Instead of functioning as a
park - where people learn and play - it functions as a lot with community activation only around
the edges. We ask that the Park Service engage with the Commission and with the community
to find ways to make the park a vibrant part of our neighborhood through programming and
education.

Other National Park Service properties in the area similarly suffer from a lack of community
engagement in the planning process. Both the District Department of Transportation, the
Commission and area transportation experts and advocates have repeatedly said that Park
Service-owned land is the preferred choice for the construction of the Metropolitan Branch Trail
between Fort Totten and Takoma, however, the Park Service has continued to hold out against
building this valuable community asset that will reactivate otherwise abandoned land. (See
Resolution 4B-21-0206 “Providing Feedback on the 65 Percent Design of the Metropolitan
Branch Trail” and Resolution 4B-20-0702 “Additional Recommendations on the Metropolitan
Branch Trail”).

We request the National Park Service join the Commission at a community meeting to engage
specifically on these projects and concerns, commit to the maintenance of their facilities within
the Commission area and designate a point of contact with authority to work with the
Commission to improve parks within the Commission’s boundaries.

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B also voted with X Yeas, X Nays, and X Abstentions to
appoint the Commissioner for Single Member District 4B08, Alison Brooks, the Commissioner
for Single Member District 4B01, Evan Yeats, or any member of the Executive Committee in
their absence, to be authorized to communicate this letter and represent the Commission in
communications with your agencies regarding this matter.

We look forward to reading your timely reply.

Sincerely,

Alison Brooks, Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner, 4B08
Evan Yeats, Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner, 4B01

https://resolutions.anc.dc.gov/ViewResolution.aspx?Id=AYumTRZyX5NwHNrbUvIrBg==
https://resolutions.anc.dc.gov/ViewResolution.aspx?Id=WaP7UgsetVxBy8ZffizLqA==


cc: Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton
Councilmember Mary Cheh, chair, Committee on Transportation on and the Environment
Councilmember Trayon White, chair, Committee on Recreation, Libraries and Youth
Affairs
Councilmember Janeese Lewis-George, Ward 4


