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[DRAFT] RESOLUTION #4B-21-0104 

Calling for Fair and Equitable Elections Procedures and Improved 
Mechanisms to Fill Advisory Neighborhood Commission Vacancies  

Adopted January 25, 2021 
 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B takes note of the following: 
 

● Advisory Neighborhood Commissions serve an essential function in our 
local democracy, providing the most direct line of access to and 
assistance for residents from an elected representative. Advisory 
Neighborhood Commissioners assist residents with government services, 
engage the community, provide feedback on actions subject to agency 
review, and weigh in on public policy affecting our neighborhoods. The 
legislation establishing Advisory Neighborhood Commissions makes plain 
one of their purposes is to ensure input from the neighbors and 
neighborhoods directly affected by government policies. See generally DC 
Code § 1–309.10-1–309.15.  
 

● In August 2020, emergency legislation was enacted related to the 
COVID-19 (coronavirus) public health emergency that precludes the 
ability to fill vacant Commission seats during a public health emergency. 
See DC Code § 1–309.06(d)(1) (“No [Advisory Neighborhood Commission] 
vacancy shall be filled if it occurs … during a period of time for which a 
public health emergency has been declared by the Mayor ….”). This 
limitation on filling vacancies during a public health emergency currently 
extends through April 1, 2021, the day after the date on which Mayor 
Bowser has currently declared a public health emergency. Presumably, 
this timeline would be extended if the Mayor further extends the public 
health emergency, which is likely given rising COVID-19 (coronavirus) 
case counts.  
 

● Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B currently has a vacant seat. 
There was a contested election for Commissioner in Single Member 
District 4B05, but the winner of that election moved out of the Single 
Member District before being sworn in as Commissioner. The residents of 
Single Member District 4B05 have suffered no direct representation 
during a previous vacancy from approximately May 2018 until January 
2019. Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B strongly desires to fill this 

https://lims.dccouncil.us/Legislation/B23-0869
https://mayor.dc.gov/release/mayor-bowser-issues-mayor%E2%80%99s-order-holiday-pause-various-activities-extends-public-health#:%7E:text=Additionally%2C%20the%20Order%20extends%20the,the%20spread%20of%20COVID%2D19.
https://resolutions.anc.dc.gov/ViewResolution.aspx?Id=kMUU1XHuNHQ2rum6RifYpw==
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vacancy, and the residents of Single Member District 4B05 deserve the 
opportunity to elect an individual to represent them on the Commission. 

 
● Several other Advisory Neighborhood Commissions currently have vacant 

seats, including Single Member District 2A08, Single Member District 
5A04, Single Member District 7E03, Single Member District 7F07, Single 
Member District 8B07, and Single Member District 8E03. The effects of 
vacant seats and challenges inherent to filling those seats are notably 
intensified for Single Member Districts encompassing universities, as well 
as Single Member District 7F07, which includes residents at the DC Jail 
and the Harriet Tubman Women’s Shelter. Both serve residents who may 
not live within the Single Member District for a full two-year term, 
requiring specific procedures and related supports to transition newly 
elected Commissioners. 
 

● With regard to Single Member District 7F07: 
 
- The DC Jail houses nearly 1,400 people and 450 registered voters, 

and the Harriet Tubman Women’s Shelter provides low barrier shelter 
for up to 175 women each night. The DC Council unanimously 
approved legislation on July 7, 2020, to restore the vote to individuals 
serving felony sentences, increasing the number of residents in Single 
Member District 7F07 eligible to vote. The seat has been vacant since 
the creation of Single Member District 7F07 in 2012. 
 

- Jail residents were at no point able to access election information on 
their own for the November 3, 2020 election. Nor did they receive 
sufficient assistance. In September 2020, Neighbors for Justice asked 
the Department of Corrections to pass out informational flyers they 
had created about voting and running for Advisory Neighborhood 
Commissioner. The Department of Corrections indicated it would 
circulate materials provided by the District Board of Elections, but it 
is unclear what, if any, information the Board of Elections provided.  
 

- In the November 3, 2020, election, one candidate for Single Member 
District 7F07, Joel Castón, timely submitted an Affirmation of 
Write-In Candidacy. Castón met the statutory requirements for 
serving as an Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner (including 
residing in the Single Member District for at least 60 days prior to 
filing his nomination petition). Castón received votes for the seat, but 
the DC Board of Elections disqualified his candidacy because he was 
registered to vote at his former address in Ward 8 and not the address 
of the DC Jail. Castón says when he registered to vote, a DC Jail 
employee instructed him to use his former address in Ward 8. In 
addition, Castón quickly corrected the mistake via a sworn affidavit. 
There is no question Castón resides at the DC Jail, and the Board of 

https://www.gwhatchet.com/2021/01/11/vacant-anc-seat-leaves-most-of-campus-without-representation/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/dc-politics/dc-jail-anc-caston/2020/12/17/50426f50-4012-11eb-8db8-395dedaaa036_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/dc-politics/dc-jail-anc-caston/2020/12/17/50426f50-4012-11eb-8db8-395dedaaa036_story.html
https://dcist.com/story/20/07/09/dc-incarcerated-felons-vote-voting-rights/
https://neighborsforjusticedc.org/
https://washingtoncitypaper.com/article/501108/advocates-want-a-d-c-jail-resident-to-run-for-an-anc-seat-thats-never-been-filled/
https://washingtoncitypaper.com/article/504544/advocates-denounce-election-results-in-anc-7f07/
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Elections had sufficient time to alert Castón of the need to correct his 
address.  

 
- The residents of Single Member District 7F07 are and have been 

constructively disenfranchised. They have no Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission representation and no opportunity to fill this vacancy 
due to the previously mentioned legislative modifications that 
preclude the ability to fill vacant Commission seats during a public 
health emergency. The residents of Single Member District 7F07 are 
entitled to local representation and consideration and advocacy of 
concerns and issues of DC Jail and shelter residents.  

 
- Other Commissions, including Advisory Neighborhood Commission 

4C, have called for the DC Board of Elections to reconsider their 
decision to disqualify Joel Castón’s Affirmation of Write-In Candidacy 
and certify him as Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner for 7F07. 

 
● Continued Advisory Neighborhood Commission vacancies do a deep 

disservice to residents and the District as a whole, disproportionately 
affecting individuals who lack visibility and are often deprived of their 
voice in local politics. Restoring the ability to fill vacancies, as well as 
improving the procedures to fill vacancies in light of the likely 
continuation of the COVID-19 (coronavirus) public health emergency, will 
ensure residents are able to elect Commissioners to represent their 
interests on important issues like pandemic relief, health and safety, and 
support services. 

 
RESOLVED: 
 

➢ That Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B calls on the DC Council, in 
coordination with the DC Board of Elections and the Office of Advisory 
Neighborhood Commissions, to eliminate the current statutory language 
precluding the ability to fill vacant Commission seats during a public 
health emergency and develop clear and practicable procedures for filling 
Commission vacancies during and after the COVID-19 (coronavirus) 
public health emergency. 
 

➢ That Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B calls on the DC Board of 
Elections, in coordination with the Office of Advisory Neighborhood 
Commissions, to facilitate and support mechanisms to fill the Single 
Member District 7F07 vacancy as quickly as possible, with dedicated 
attention to the need for additional supports for sustained representation 
via this seat, and in consideration of the likely continuation of the 
COVID-19 (coronavirus) public health emergency. These mechanisms 
should include: 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-HxTRyxm5GCnZCaHr7KOlT1raesHNmJgzxuJfv-iCSA/edit
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– information sharing and communications so residents fully 
understand elections procedures and requirements, including as to 
residency;  

 
– training and support for residents regarding ballot access procedures; 

  
– mechanisms for residents who want to run for Advisory Neighborhood 

Commissioner of Single Member District 7F07 to communicate with 
other residents in the DC Jail about their candidacy and platform, as 
well as to hear from residents about their needs; 
 

– provision of a liaison among any Single Member District 7F07 
Commissioner, the relevant Advisory Neighborhood Commission, and 
government entities to ensure information sharing, communications, 
and the full ability to fulfill the duties of Advisory Neighborhood 
Commissioner; 

 
– specialized training and support for any Single Member District 7F07 

Commissioner, including such training and support necessary to 
attend Advisory Neighborhood Commission meetings, engage with 
other residents of the Single Member District, and fulfill the duties of 
Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner;  

 
– increased and specialized support for the relevant Commission in light 

of the increased likelihood of transitions among Commissioners and 
the need for additional training support; and 

 
– actions to ensure that residents at the DC Jail and the Harriet 

Tubman Women’s Shelter retain the ability to competitively run for 
and serve as Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner even when new 
developments and residents are included within the Single Member 
District as a part of redistricting. 

 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B recognizes the likely need for 
specific legislative changes to address the high rate of turnover for the 
Single Member District 7F07 seat and encourages consideration of 
changes that recognize the unique situation of residents at the DC Jail, 
particularly as to residency, and that will best provide the benefits of 
sustained representation.  

 
➢ That Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B calls on the DC Board of 

Elections, in coordination with the Office of Advisory Neighborhood 
Commissions, to facilitate and support mechanisms to fill Single Member 
District vacancies in other Single Member Districts serving mostly 
residents who may not live within the Single Member District for a full 
two-year term, including universities, as quickly and as sustainably as 
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possible, including consideration of the calendar and deadlines for 
collecting and submitting petition signatures. 

 
FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 
That the Commission designates Commissioner Erin Palmer, ANC 4B02 to 
represent the Commission in all matters relating to this Resolution. 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 
That, in the event the designated representative Commissioner cannot carry 
out their representative duties for any reason, the Commission authorizes the 
Chair to designate another Commissioner to represent the Commission in all 
matter relating to this Resolution. 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 
That, consistent with DC Code § 1-309, only actions of the full Commission 
voting in a properly noticed public meeting have standing and carry great 
weight. The actions, positions, and opinions of individual commissioners, 
insofar as they may be contradictory to or otherwise inconsistent with the 
expressed position of the full Commission in a properly adopted resolution or 
letter, have no standing and cannot be considered as in any way associated 
with the Commission. 
 
ADOPTED by voice vote at a regular public meeting (notice of which was 
properly given, and at which a quorum of __ of __ members was present) on 
January 25, 2021, by a vote of _ yes, _ no, _ abstentions. 


