
 
 

 
 

Government of the District of Columbia 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B  

 
[DRAFT] RESOLUTION #4B-20-1105 

Supporting Proposed Concept Design for The Parks at Walter Reed 
Building QRS 

Adopted November 23, 2020 
 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B (Commission) takes note of the 
following: 

 
• The Parks at Walter Reed development team (TPWR) is seeking to move 

forward with the design process for Building QRS on the Walter Reed 
Campus, a designated DC historic district. TPWR plans to submit a 
concept application to the Historic Preservation Review Board in 
December 2020. 
 

• Building QRS will be a 4-5 story multifamily building with frontage on 
Dahlia Street, NW, and Georgia Avenue, NW. Details regarding the 
proposed design can be found here. Construction on Building QRS is 
slated to begin in the first quarter of 2022.  

 
• TPWR presented the initial concept design of Building QRS via a 

community meeting hosted by Commissioner Stephen Whatley, ANC 
4A03, on October 14, 2020, and another meeting hosted by 
Commissioner Whatley on October 28, 2020. These meetings addressed 
the Building’s setbacks, height, orientation, materials, scale, color, 
proportion, roof shape, rhythm, details & ornamentation, massing, and 
landscape features. Community members (including community 
members who reside within the boundaries of Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission 4B) provided feedback during these meetings, which was 
largely positive and supportive. Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4A 
passed a Resolution in support of the concept design of Building QRS at 
its November 4, 2020, meeting. (That Resolution is not yet available via 
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4A’s website or the Advisory 
Neighborhood Commission Resolution Portal.) 
 

• TPWR presented the proposed concept design of Building QRS at the 
Walter Reed Community Advisory Committee meeting on November 9, 
2020, and the Committee passed a resolution in support of the design 
concept. That resolution is not yet publicly available. 

https://urbanatlantic-my.sharepoint.com/personal/msimpson_urban-atlantic_com/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fmsimpson%5Furban%2Datlantic%5Fcom%2FDocuments%2F20201028%5FUA%20QRS%20ANC%20Presentation%5FFinal%20Draft%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fmsimpson%5Furban%2Datlantic%5Fcom%2FDocuments&originalPath=aHR0cHM6Ly91cmJhbmF0bGFudGljLW15LnNoYXJlcG9pbnQuY29tLzpiOi9nL3BlcnNvbmFsL21zaW1wc29uX3VyYmFuLWF0bGFudGljX2NvbS9FVm5pRFhPRW4xWkxuRGlZekFGRWo0NEI2a1o4NUJzcUU4VEViZjBtdEp5bll3P3J0aW1lPXdiLVlWTE9GMkVn
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• TPWR presented the proposed concept design to Advisory Neighborhood 

Commission 4B at its November 23, 2020, meeting, in anticipation of 
this Resolution. 
 

• The proposed concept design for Building QRS is consistent with the 
programming and design recommendations in the Local Redevelopment 
Authority, Final Reuse Plan, DC Office of Planning, Walter Reed Small 
Area Plan, and The Parks at Walter Reed Master Plan Implementation: 
Preservation and New Design Guidelines.  
 

• Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B finds the design attractive and 
well-suited to the historic Campus. The proposed height of Building QRS 
is consistent with the surrounding neighborhood buildings and does not 
interfere with or detract from the nearby historic buildings. In addition, 
the massing of Building QRS reflects the Building’s proximity to Historic 
Buildings on the Campus, respecting their prominence. Furthermore, 
facade materials and colors are consistent with The Parks at Walter Reed 
Master Plan Implementation: Preservation and New Design Guidelines. 
TPWR has indicated the façade on Building S will be further developed 
and articulated consistent with the Design Guidelines and the overall 
character of the area. 
 

• Advisory Neighborhood Commission supports maximizing sidewalk width 
to the extent possible to support pedestrian passage and access to the 
Campus. See generally Public Realm Design Manual § 3.3.1 (Mar. 2019) 
(“Sidewalk width shall be based on adjacent land uses: … 10 ft. for 
commercial areas outside of the downtown.”). The Commission 
previously supported a 10’ pedestrian/bike trail and an 8’ planting buffer 
along the north side of Aspen Street, NW. See Resolution 4B-19-0406, 
Supporting Razing of Buildings 31 & 84 at the Parks at Walter Reed and 
Widening of Aspen Street, NW. In addition, the Commission understands 
the sidewalk width (excluding treeboxes) at Building VU at the corner of 
Aspen Street, NW, and Georgia Avenue, NW, will be between 8’ and 10’. 
TPWR has noted that no less than 70 percent of the façade of buildings 
along Georgia Avenue, NW, including Building QRS, shall be built to the 
property line, 11 DCMR 11-K903.8, and has indicated that the distance 
between the property line of Building QRS and the curb on Georgia 
Avenue, NW, is 15’. TPWR has further indicated that the public space 
design will include a sidewalk width between 10’ and 11’ and a treebox 
width between 4’ and 5’. Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B 
supports this commitment to maximizing sidewalk width along Georgia 
Avenue, NW, to the extent possible and appreciates TPWR’s incorporation 
of open courts along Georgia Avenue, NW, that will be accessible to the 
public. 
 

https://www.walterreedlra.com/publications-documents/reuse-plan-2/
https://planning.dc.gov/publication/walter-reed-army-medical-center-small-area-plan-main-page
https://planning.dc.gov/publication/walter-reed-army-medical-center-small-area-plan-main-page
https://theparksdc.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/WalterReed-SubmissionFinal-lowResV3.pdf
https://theparksdc.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/WalterReed-SubmissionFinal-lowResV3.pdf
https://ddot.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/ddot/page_content/attachments/DDOT_Public_Space_Design_Realm_Guide_Final_updated_2019.03.15.pdf
https://resolutions.anc.dc.gov/ViewResolution.aspx?Id=54UtzzpS7fyaxvz9tMOsMg==
https://dcregs.dc.gov/Common/DCMR/SectionList.aspx?SectionNumber=11-K903
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• Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B desires retail frontage along 
Georgia Avenue, NW, that is pedestrian friendly and activates the overall 
commercial corridor along the eastern boundary of the Campus. TPWR 
has indicated the ground floor of Georgia Avenue, NW, will feature a mix 
of storefronts, which will be designed to be used as live/work spaces. The 
Commission supports efforts to bring local small businesses to these 
retail spaces and encourages TPWR to work with the area Main Street 
programs. 
 

RESOLVED: 
 

➢ That Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B supports The Parks at 
Walter Reed development team’s proposed concept design and future 
application to the Historic Preservation Review Board regarding Building 
QRS. 
 

➢ That Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B supports maximizing 
sidewalk width along Georgia Avenue, NW, to the extent possible.  

 
FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 
That the Commission designates Commissioner Erin Palmer, ANC 4B02, and 
Commissioner Geoff Bromaghim, ANC 4B07, to represent the Commission in 
all matters relating to this Resolution. 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 
That, in the event the designated representative Commissioners cannot carry 
out their representative duties for any reason, the Commission authorizes the 
Chair to designate another Commissioner to represent the Commission in all 
matter relating to this Resolution. 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 
That, consistent with DC Code § 1-309, only actions of the full Commission 
voting in a properly noticed public meeting have standing and carry great 
weight. The actions, positions, and opinions of individual commissioners, 
insofar as they may be contradictory to or otherwise inconsistent with the 
expressed position of the full Commission in a properly adopted resolution or 
letter, have no standing and cannot be considered as in any way associated 
with the Commission. 
 
ADOPTED by voice vote at a regular public meeting (notice of which was 
properly given, and at which a quorum of __ of nine members was present) on 
November 23, 2020, by a vote of __ yes, __ no, __ abstentions. 


