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[DRAFT] RESOLUTION #4B-20-1007 

Supporting and Providing Recommendations on  
B23-149, Fair Tenant Screening Act of 2019; B23-498, Intersectional 

Discrimination Protection Amendment Act of 2019; B23-195, Michael A. 
Stoops Anti-Discrimination Amendment Act of 2019  

Adopted October 26, 2020 
 

Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B takes note of the following: 
 

• On February 19, 2019, Councilmember Trayon White (Ward 8) 
introduced B23-149, the Fair Tenant Screening Act of 2019. 
Councilmember Anita Bonds (At-Large), who serves as Chair of the DC 
Council’s Committee on Housing and Neighborhood Revitalization, along 
with Councilmember Vincent C. Gray (Ward 7) and Councilmember 
David Grosso (At-Large), co-sponsored the proposed legislation. The 
proposed legislation would prohibit housing providers from inquiring as 
related to a prospective tenant seeking to rent with the assistance of an 
income-based subsidy about that prospective tenant’s rental history 
involving nonpayment or late payment of rent, if the nonpayment or late 
payment of rent occurred prior to receipt of the income-based subsidy; 
(2) income level and credit score; and (3) any credit issues that arose 
prior to the receipt of the income-based subsidy. It would also prohibit 
housing providers from inquiring into (1) an action to recover possession 
from the prospective tenant, if the action did not result in a judgment for 
possession in favor of the housing provider or was filed two or more years 
before the prospective tenant submits the application; (2) any breach of a 
residential lease that took place two or more years before the prospective 
tenant submits the application; was related to a prospective tenant’s or a 
household member’s disability; stemming from an incident related to 
domestic violence or from any evidence that the prospective tenant is or 
has been the victim of domestic violence, or criminal matters in which 
the tenant is a witness; or related to a prospective tenant or a household 
member being the victim of a crime in the unit subject to the residential 
lease; and (3) any action initiated by the prospective tenant against a 
housing provider, including but not limited to an action alleging failure to 
maintain a rental unit in compliance with applicable laws governing 
housing conditions, among other factors. The proposed legislation was 
referred to the DC Council’s Committee on Government Operations with 
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comments from the Committee on Housing and Neighborhood 
Revitalization on February 19, 2019. 
 

• On October 8, 2019, Councilmember Trayon White (Ward 8), 
Councilmember Brandon T. Todd (Ward 4), Councilmember David 
Grosso (At-Large), Councilmember Brianne K. Nadeau (Ward 1), and 
Councilmember Elissa Silverman (At-Large) introduced B23-498, the 
Intersectional Discrimination Protection Amendment Act of 2019. The 
proposed legislation would amend the District of Columbia Human 
Rights Act of 1977 to explicitly prohibit discrimination wholly or partially 
because of any combination of statutorily protected traits. The proposed 
legislation was referred to the DC Council’s Committee on Government 
Operations that same day. 
 

• On March 19, 2019, Councilmember David Grosso (At-Large), 
Councilmember Mary M. Cheh (Ward 3), Councilmember Brandon T. 
Todd (Ward 4), Councilmember Brianne K. Nadeau (Ward 1), and 
Councilmember Robert C. White, Jr. (At-Large) introduced B23-0195, 
the Michael A. Stoops Anti-Discrimination Amendment Act of 2019. 
Councilmember Anita Bonds (At-Large), who serves as Chair of the DC 
Council’s Committee on Housing and Neighborhood Revitalization, co-
sponsored the proposed legislation. (The legislation was first introduced 
in July 2017 but languished in the DC Council’s Judiciary Committee 
without a hearing.) The proposed legislation would amend the Human 
Rights Act of 1977 to add homelessness as a protected class in an effort 
to limit discrimination for individuals experiencing homelessness in 
housing, employment, public accommodation, educational institutions, 
public service, and commercial space. See Brianna Bilter, Street Sense 
Media, “Grosso makes a second bid to expand anti-discrimination 
protections to people experiencing homelessness” (June 28, 2019) (“Anti-
discrimination legislation will not end the criminalization of 
homelessness, but the affirmative protections outlined in the Stoops Act 
are a step the National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty deems 
necessary.”). While the Human Rights Act of 1977 protects individuals 
from discrimination based on 20 distinct traits, including race, sex, and 
political affiliation, the law does not specifically protect individuals 
experiencing homelessness. The proposed legislation was referred to the 
DC Council’s Committee on Government Operations that same day. 
 

• Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B believes that housing is a human 
right and that the DC Council should continue to work to remove 
unnecessary barriers for individuals seeking housing. In addition, the 
Commission believes individuals seeking to rent with the assistance of an 
income-based subsidy and individuals experiencing homelessness 
should be free from discrimination. According to the D.C. Housing 
Authority, over 11,000 local households depend on the federal Housing 
Choice Voucher Program that it manages. Housing discrimination is 

https://lims.dccouncil.us/Legislation/B23-0498
https://lims.dccouncil.us/Legislation/B23-0195
https://www.streetsensemedia.org/article/homeless-stoops-legislation-grosso/#.X438X9BKjIU
https://www.streetsensemedia.org/article/homeless-stoops-legislation-grosso/#.X438X9BKjIU
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pervasive in the District and can be formidable for those who depend on 
the federal voucher system, preventing some individuals from exiting 
homelessness. Sasha Polonko, Street Sense Media, “Two proposed bills to 
mitigate housing discrimination may only duplicate existing protections” 
(Mar. 5, 2020). See also Natalie Delgadillo, DCist, “New Bill Would 
Penalize D.C. Landlords Who Discriminate Against Housing Voucher 
Holders” (Mar. 5, 2019) (“[F]lagrant discrimination in housing ads is 
rampant in the District.”); Whitney Wild, Erin Spaht & John Mogor, 
WUSA9, “Advocates to DC landlords: Stop telling Section 8 voucher 
holders ‘No’” (Sept. 18, 2018) (noting Craigslist ads with plainly illegal 
language such as ‘No housing vouchers,’ ‘Vouchers not accepted,’ and 
‘Owners will not be accepting Section 8 Vouchers.’”). Individuals 
experiencing homelessness also face significant discrimination. 
According to Councilmember Grosso, a 2014 survey conducted by the 
National Coalition for the Homeless (NCH) and George Washington 
University found that out of 142 individuals experiencing homelessness, 
132 claimed they had been discriminated against because of their status 
as individuals experiencing homelessness.  

 
• After languishing for over a year, the DC Council’s Committee on 

Government Operations will hold a hearing on these proposed laws on 
October 27, 2020, and Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B urges the 
Committee and the Council to move expeditiously to approve the 
proposed legislation. 

 
RESOLVED: 
 

➢ That Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B calls on the DC Council’s 
Committee on Government Operations to promptly vote B23-149, the 
Fair Tenant Screening Act of 2019; B23-498, the Intersectional 
Discrimination Protection Amendment Act of 2019; and B23-195, the 
Michael A. Stoops Anti-Discrimination Amendment Act of 2019 out of 
Committee and prepare them for consideration by the Committee of the 
Whole. In addition, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B encourages 
the DC Council to approve the proposed legislation. 
 

➢ That Advisory Neighborhood Commission 4B calls on the DC Council’s 
Committee on Government Operations to consider strengthening the 
proposed legislation by (1) including a cap on application fees (to control 
for exorbitant fees that can well exceed the cost of any background 
check); (2) extending the prohibition on credit scores to all prospective 
tenants and not just those who rely on the assistance of an income-
based subsidy; and (3) providing a private right of action in DC Superior 
Court for violations of anti-discrimination provisions contained in the 
proposed legislation.  

 

https://www.streetsensemedia.org/article/housing-discrimination-bills/#.X43vGNBKjIU
https://www.streetsensemedia.org/article/housing-discrimination-bills/#.X43vGNBKjIU
https://dcist.com/story/19/03/05/new-bill-would-penalize-d-c-landlords-who-discriminate-against-housing-voucher-holders/
https://dcist.com/story/19/03/05/new-bill-would-penalize-d-c-landlords-who-discriminate-against-housing-voucher-holders/
https://dcist.com/story/19/03/05/new-bill-would-penalize-d-c-landlords-who-discriminate-against-housing-voucher-holders/
https://www.wusa9.com/article/news/investigations/advocates-to-dc-landlords-stop-telling-section-8-voucher-holders-no/65-595848115
https://www.wusa9.com/article/news/investigations/advocates-to-dc-landlords-stop-telling-section-8-voucher-holders-no/65-595848115
http://www.davidgrosso.org/grosso-analysis/2019/3/19/michael-a-stoops-anti-discrimination-amendment-act-of-2019
https://lims.dccouncil.us/Legislation/B23-0149
https://lims.dccouncil.us/Legislation/B23-0498
https://lims.dccouncil.us/Legislation/B23-0195
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FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 
That the Commission designates Commissioner Erin Palmer, ANC 4B02, to 
represent the Commission in all matters relating to this Resolution. 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 
That, in the event the designated representative Commissioner cannot carry 
out their representative duties for any reason, the Commission authorizes the 
Chair to designate another Commissioner to represent the Commission in all 
matter relating to this Resolution. 
 
FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 
That, consistent with DC Code § 1-309, only actions of the full Commission 
voting in a properly noticed public meeting have standing and carry great 
weight. The actions, positions, and opinions of individual commissioners, 
insofar as they may be contradictory to or otherwise inconsistent with the 
expressed position of the full Commission in a properly adopted resolution or 
letter, have no standing and cannot be considered as in any way associated 
with the Commission. 
 
ADOPTED by voice vote at a regular public meeting (notice of which was 
properly given, and at which a quorum of __ of nine members was present) on 
October 26, 2020, by a vote of __ yes, __ no, __ abstentions. 


